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2. DESCRIPTION 


2.a Description of Property 


Stecci (pl.) are medieval monolithic tombstones found on almost all the terri- 
tory of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in the western parts of Serbia and Montenegro 
and in central and southern parts of Croatia. The zone of outspread of stecci is 
limited to the north by the Sava River, the Adriatic coast to the south, Lika in 
Croatia to the west while the eastern boundary of their outspread reaches deep 
into western Serbia. 

Although there is still no firm stand on that, it is assumed they first appeared in the 
second half of the 12" century. However, it is certain that they were most intensively 
hewed in the 14" and 15" century before gradually ceasing to be made in the 16" 
century. Certain forms (slabs, crosses) and decorative motives were being created 
for a much longer period, but it was no longer the classic “art of stecci” 

The last systematic inventory of these monuments resulted in the figure of 
around 70 000 registered tombstones at about 3 300 sites on the territory of the 
mentioned states. However, given the recent activities (including the activity 
related to the inscription of stecci on the World Heritage List), we know that this 
number is approximate and that there may be even a larger number of these 
monuments and sites despite the fact that they are endangered. There are sev- 
eral names that were used in parallel to denote the tombstones (stecci), often 
overlapping, which shows a close bond of folk life with the tradition of stecci. 
The first type are expressions that rely on authentic historical sources — mostly 
inscriptions on stecci: bilig (mark), kam (stone), zZlamen (sign), kuca (house) and 
vjecni dom (eternal abode). The popular names that took root among people in- 
clude Mramorje, Mramori (marble blocks), Grcko groblje (Greek cemetery), Kaursko 
groblje (giaour cemetery), Divsko groblje (giants’ cemetery) and Maset or Masete 
(big stones). Today's name steéak first appeared in mid-19" century and is derived 
from the verb form “standing”. One of the most recent terms that have been used 
in literature — kamik — is closer to the original meaning as it has its verification in 
the inscriptions found on steéci. 

Stecci were mostly made of limestone — a most common type of stone in this 
region very suitable for carving. In the areas where there was no limestone, stecci 
were hewed from serpentine, slate, conglomerate, tuff and other types of stone. 
Quarries for quarrying stone for stecci were mainly located in the vicinity of cem- 
eteries bearing in mind that those were stone blocks of up to several tons. There- 
fore, a small distance from the quarry to the cemetery was of great importance 
to prevent possible damage of the tombstones during transport. Judging by the 
preserved quarries, stecci were most probably given their basic form there while 
they may have been decorated closer to the cemetery or at the grave itself. After 
being carved, the stecak would be placed right above the grave, but was not used 
as acover for the grave, but as classic tombstone. Stecci were mainly placed in the 
Same direction as the grave, east-west, (with minor deviations). Having said that, it 
is important to emphasize that the cemeteries with stecci were mostly formed as 
“cemeteries in rows’, as was the custom in European funerary practice which lasted 
since the early Middle Ages and the time of the so called Great Migrations. 


* TN: stecak (sing.) 


124 2. Description 


One stecak could have been used to mark one grave (with one or more buri- 
als) or several graves! 

According to the shapes of steéci they are divided into five basic types with 
variations: slab, chest, s/iemenjak (gabled roof stecak), monumental cross and 
pillar. The largest number of stecci belongs to the group of chests and slabs. 
Those are the earliest and basic forms of steéci that have lasted throughout the 
time of their life. Despite the fact that they are far less numerous compared to 
the two previous forms, s/jemenaci (gabled roof steéci) are the most recogniz- 
able form of stecéci that emerged during their “classical” phase throughout the 
15" century. Monumental crosses and pillars, which have also been preserved 
in smaller numbers, belong to the last stage in the development of stecci at the 
end of the 15" and early 16" century. 

In addition to these five basic shapes, there are two more which in terms of 
their placement and decorations, may only be partially included into stecci. These 
are steles and nisani which also emerged at the end of the “era of stecéci.’The above 
basic forms may have many different variants with a still recognizable basic form, 
while monuments of amorphous shape have been found in some cemeteries. 


Outspread (Per States) 


Stecci are found on almost all the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina, more pre- 
cisely in eastern and western Herzegovina, eastern, central, western and south- 
western Bosnia. Approximately 2 700 sites with stecci have been preserved in 
the area, while new ones are constantly emerging. Given the specific political, 
economic and cultural circumstances of certain regions, the art of carving stecci 
led to the creation of three major areas that show many specific features when 
it comes to the use of certain shapes of stecci and engraved motifs. The first area 
is the area of the former Hum land, today’s Herzegovina, where the skill of stecak 
carving developed its best potentials and where the largest number of stecci 
has been preserved, followed by the area of eastern Bosnia, while the third area 
is the medieval “King’s Region’, today’s central Bosnia. Within these territories, 
several different masonry workshops may be identified, some of which can be 
very clearly associated with certain masons whose names have been preserved 
in the inscriptions. 


On the territory of the Republic of Croatia, stecci are found in the southern parts 
of the country, mainly in the Dalmatian hinterland while some of them are found 
on the coast, from the region of Konavle to northern Dalmatia and southern and 
central Lika region. They are particularly frequently found in the surroundings of 
Dubrovnik, in the area around the Neretva River mouth, in the Makarska coastal 
area as well as in Vrgorac, Imotski and Sinj Krajina. Today we know of approxi- 
mately 400 sites with stecci in Croatia. Research of their typology, decorations, 
graveyards, arrangement, spatial outspread and relation to other sites provides a 
clearer picture of their creation and development, particularly as to identification 
of stone carving and masonry workshops. 
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126 2. Description 


In Montenegro, stecci are found in the north and northwest, on the territory of 
the Municipalities of Pljevlja, Zabljak, Savnik and Niksi¢. The last known list from 
1970 included around 107 sites with stecci registered in Montenegro. Two main 
groups of stecci stand out; the ones smaller in size with modest decorations found 
in the northern municipalities (Zabljak, Pluzine and part of the Municipality of 
Pljevija), while more monumental stecci are found in the area of the Municipality 
of Niksi¢ gravitating towards medieval Hum (today’s Herzegovina). The motives 
on stecci in Montenegro correspond to the well-known ornamental style present 
in the wider region of Bosnia and Herzegovina, western Serbia and Croatia, but 
some specific variants and distinct quality of craftsmanship are also discernible 
making them authentic in the overall corpus of stecci. 


In the Republic of Serbia, stecéci have been recorded in all areas of today’s mu- 
nicipalities bordering Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro as well as in the 
neighbouring areas of western and south-western Serbia at approximately 200 
locations. The outspread of those medieval graveyards with stecci is not even. 
The largest number of such cemeteries has been recorded in the area of the 
lower Drina Basin and Krupanj as its centre, and in the mid Lim Basin (Prijepolje 
and surroundings). Amorphous monolithic slabs are especially characteristic of 
Polimlje. They were lengthened by being hewed under pressure and can be found 
in the cemeteries around medieval minsters. Under significantly later restorations, 
those oldest stecci were built into the walls and floors of the temple. By the vari- 
ety of their basic shapes, dimensions and ornamentation, number and types of 
applied motives, stecci in Serbia fall behind those of Hum (Herzegovina), but in 
that respect are equal to those in Bosnia while they are in all analogue to those of 
the Bosnian side of the Drina River region, or eastern Bosnia. Even among stecci 
of Serbia, there are differences in shapes and ornamentation due to which they 
may be categorized as monuments specific to certain regions, as is the case in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 


The Technique of making Stecci 


The places of extraction of stone used to make stecci were usually located near 
necropolises and often the existence of quarries had a crucial role in the formation 
of necropolises. It is assumed that separation and extraction of stone blocks from 
the quarries were usually done in the winter months, when water was poured 
in a series of previously dug holes, and by expanding its volume, created cracks 
along which the block was separated from the rest of the stone mass. However, 
the same result could have been achieved with solid wood pegs which would 
expand after water was poured on them. Transport was a tedious process because 
in some cases the monuments would weigh even 29 tons, while most of them 
weighed from several hundred kilograms to 3 tons! 

The stecak block would not be moved directly on the ground, but would be 
placed on logs fastened together like a sledge with flat beams underneath ar- 
ranged transversally. (They may have been transported in another way as well, 
i.e. by placing a series of round logs by means of which a stone block would be 
pulled). Transportation of the most massive stone blocks required several pairs of 
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horses and oxen, as well as many hands. The sledge would glide better on snow, 
but it was used throughout the year and on almost any type of terrain. At some 
localities, such technique of transportation is reflected in the toponyms found 
between quarries and graveyards. 

The final dressing was most probably done at the graveyard itself, where reliefs 
and inscriptions were carved. This may be confirmed by the fact that the pre- 
served quarries did not contain any decorated stecci, but only roughly cut stone 
blocks which had not been transported to the graveyard or had been heavily 
damaged during work on them or transportation. One stecak in Papratsko near 
Foca (BA) bears carved symbols of smiths: hammer, chisel and peg. 

The quality of ste¢ci depended to a considerable extent on the client, tak- 
ing into account their preferences, artistic preoccupations. Of course, the role of 
master stonemasons was also crucial given that today we can clearly distinguish 
dozens of stonemasons (of known and unknown names) and their workshops with 
characteristic motives and stone chiselling methods. The authors of reliefs were 
local artisans. The people carving stecci and sometimes carving their own names in 
the tombstone inscriptions were called “smiths’, in the meaning of the Latin word 
“faber” denoting artisans in general. The inscriptions on stecci contain different 
terms related to the tasks of their shaping and decorations, most frequently the 
term sijeci, also meaning “to carve”. Out of the names (and surnames) of smiths- 
stonemasons in Bosnia and Herzegovina, undoubtedly much more numerous 
with respect to the number of stecci, thirty-three are known from the inscriptions 
on tombstones. The most famous one of them — Grubac¢, seems to have been 
buried in the cemetery in Boljuni. Stonemason Jurina was famous in the territory 
of today’s Croatia and was active in the area from Imotska Krajina in Croatia (Cista 
Velika) to Kupres in BA (Ravanjska vrata). On the preserved epitaphs on stecci in 
western Serbia, the inscriptions do not contain any names of artisans who carved 
the monuments. The only known name is that of a certain Pribitak who carved one 
inscription. The same applies to Montenegro. However, given the characteristics 
and selection of reliefs, the shapes of stecci, etc. it is clear that there were occasion- 
ally also workshops and stonemasons with their distinctive “seal”. 

Another profession found on steéci is dijak (scribe) — in one case gramatik — indi- 
cating educated individuals to whom the job of compiling inscriptions — epitaphs 
was probably not the only one (inscriptions will be described in more detail further 
on). They composed the wording of inscriptions, but the question remains whether 
they carved them themselves or whether this was done by stonemasons. 


Decorative motives 


The artistic design of stecci is reflected in their form and decoration. Decora- 
tions produced in two carving techniques represent the main artistic quality 
of stecci. The most common technique was bas-relief while engraving or sunk 
relief were much more rare techniques. The iconography of representation, the 
logic of their carving and arrangement on the monument, the frequency of use 
and combination of individual motives, the meaning of some representations 
and their relation to others is an inexhaustible topic for future generations of 
archaeologists and art historians. 
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Among the decorative motives on stecci with their emphasized symbolism 
typical of medieval art, there are secular and religious symbols and other orna- 
ments intertwining and complementing each other and integrating medieval 
reality in ancient and prehistoric traditions. 

Decorative motives may be divided into several groups: social and religious 
symbols (different types of crosses, tools, weapons, crescent moon and stars, 
anthropomorphic lilies, solar motifs, etc.), figural compositions (images of men 
and women, jousting scenes, tournaments, hunting, parades of people, so-called 
funeral wheel-dances — kolo, and images of animals) and numerous vegetal and 
geometric ornaments. 

Given the richness and intertwining of decorative motifs, they may be viewed 
only in their relation to each other on each monument and in the context in 
which they were created. 

Generally, the ornaments on stecci reveal the perceptions and feelings of an 
entire epoch of both the people taking part in their creation and the deceased 
who found their last destination there, and upon whose wishes — as some inscrip- 
tions read — stecci were carved. There is also a group of so called unclassified 
motifs - geometric forms, displays of some unusual items and damaged motifs 
whose meaning cannot be deciphered. 

The most common social symbols are coats of arms and images of different 
weapons (sword, knife/dagger, spear, bow and arrow), but also of tools and utili- 
ties. The main part of any coat of arms is a shield. Although there are different forms 
of shields, the most common is a large quadrangular shield with upper slanted 
side and with a lance slit. It usually appears in combination with a sword, bearing 
carved representations of crescent and star, lily, cross, rosettes and disks, strips. 
Images of bow and arrow are frequent. A sword or a shield appears in a combina- 
tion of cross and crescent moon. 
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130 2. Description 


The most widespread religious symbol on stecci is the cross in various forms. 
The most frequent are the so-called Greek and Latin crosses, but the following also 
appear: the Calvary (stepped cross), Saint Andrew's cross (X shape), Saint Peter’s 
cross, the Lily Cross, T-Cross, the Maltese Cross, the double patriarchate (Lorraine), 
swastikas and a significant number of variants thereof. Especially interesting are 
anthropomorphic crosses or those combined with vegetal motifs. 
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132 2. Description 


A group of religious symbols include solar orbits or disks, crescent moons 
(or new moon), stars, spirals of all shapes, wreaths, rosettes, alone or in various 
combinations. These symbols are sometimes found with various shapes of cross 
with which they are either connected or carved in their vicinity. The most frequent 
combination is that of crescent and star or of one solar symbol. Religious symbols 
also include frequent representations of lilies and variants thereof, grapevines 
and grapes as well as the so called Tree of Life. 
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Figural compositions mainly include: representations of human (male and fe- 
male) figures and semi-figures, arms and heads as well as of horsemen. Male figures 
are depicted in different postures — from the figure with one raised hand (Radimlja 
01) and so called orantes, to the figures with both hands raised and a weapon in 
one hand. Objects in the hands of the figures — weapons, hoops, crosses, sticks and 
books — primarily symbolize the social status of the deceased person. Female figures 
are most frequently presented alone, next to a horseman or between two horsemen 
and a horse (or other animals). A prominent place is taken by the visual presentation 
of the deceased person on a stecak at Radimlja, which, among other explanations, 
is attributed the meaning of a realistically presented warrior with symbols of his 
vocation: bow, arrow, sword and shield. His left arm is bent towards his waist and 
his right hand, unnaturally enlarged, is stretched towards a plastic circle. 
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Further artistic and iconographic use of these figures is different. Specifically, 
they occur in pairs and in different combinations and situations that can best 
be associated with everyday life scenes: conflicts-wars, jousts, cavalcades. The 
tournament (and related war conflict), as one of the main characteristics of feu- 
dal society and nobility, was frequently represented on stecci. Written sources 
confirm the existence of numerous chivalric tournaments on the coast, in me- 
dieval Bosnia and Hum, i.e. the nobility of the times taking part to tournaments 
throughout Western Europe. Furthermore, we would highlight hunting scenes 
where the hunter, walking or riding a horse, armed with a sword, lance or bow, 
hunting deer, bear or boar, is often aided by a dog or a falcon. Hunting may only 
partly be associated with the Christian cult of death, but its clearer confirmation 
is present in feudal reality and everyday life. Some hunting scenes (hunting deer, 
bear or boar or hunting with a falcon) are very realistic with characteristic details 
which correspond to contemporary literary descriptions and art depictions. 
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Representations of kolo (funeral wheel-dance) which are often found on stecci 
lead us into the ancient Mediterranean tradition of funeral dances and they are 
also found on Greek vases, Etruscan tombs or urns of the Illyrian tribe of Japodes. 
There are three basic types of kolo on stecci: involving only men, only women or 
both. Wheel-dance was probably part of funeral rites, in some cases accompanied 
by chivalric tournaments and fighting. Scenes of kolo are sometimes combined with 
the signs of swastika, cross, crescent and star, shield and weapons in general, scenes 
of hunting, animals... Sometimes dancers wear items of military outfit (armour and 
shield, sward) or pointed caps on their heads, sometimes they hold in their hands a 
cross or asign similar to a lily or in the form of a plaited circular wreath. Sometimes a 
clover or some other vegetal motif is presented in the holding hands of dancers. 
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136 2. Description 


Figural compositions also include images of various animals with more or 
less emphasized symbolism. In addition to the mentioned scenes of hunting, 
animals are mostly found as solitary images in processions or in combination 
with other different motifs. Most common are images of deer, horses and birds. 
However, there are also dogs, bears, boars, lions, rabbits and snakes, as well as 
a large number of fantastic animals amongst which dragon motifs in different 
variants are the most common ones. 








Pure ornaments may be divided into three groups: architectural - arcades, 
frames of twisted lanes, roofs, images of houses and fortifications, vegetal motifs 
such as tendrils with trefoil and lily and geometric — zigzag lines, circles, spirals, 
rosettes. These may be subdivided into two groups: pure geometric forms and 
motifs taken over from the vegetal world. 

Arcades are the types of decorations usually found in the southern parts of 
the stecci outspread area. In a variety of scenes, one may identify semi-circular, 
tentatively called Romanesque, pointed — Gothic and horseshoe arcades of Eastern 
origin (so called Saracen), adorning the monuments envisaged as buildings. 
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Strips of different shapes originating from the vegetal world were widely 
used as sole ornament or as part of amore complex decoration, as were strips of 
classical geometric form. A prominent place among the ornaments belongs to 
a spiral with its particular design of eight-spiral or so called S-spiral, a spiral with 
a grapevine, and a spiral with grapes in combination with a cross. Almost as a 
rule, numerous rosettes appear with the moon, slightly rarely with the spiral, on 
all types of stecci, especially on crosses. 

Among vegetal motifs, tendrils with trefoil are the most common ones espe- 
cially in the southern areas of the stecci outspread and appear quite frequently 
in Romanesque and particularly Gothic art of the Adriatic coast. 
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Issues related to the decorating of stecci are practically inconceivable. Stecci re- 
veal to us a specific world clearly associated with its time and the European Middle 
Ages and deeply immersed in the ancient traditions and even prehistoric times. 
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Epitaphs 


The value of the epitaph as historical material is such that it can hardly be over- 
estimated and so those on stecci represent an extremely important part of this 
type of monument. In addition to all their other meanings, epitaphs on stecci are 
an unmistakable indicator of cultural diversity of this region, especially when in 
the same territory and at the same time, various cultures and spiritual patterns 
touch on and permeate one another. Once the grave monument and the epitaph 
in their older meaning were almost entirely extinct in the developed Middle Ages 
(few of them are worth mentioning between the 11 and 13" century), a type 
of grave monument with an inscription appeared in the 14" century. Precisely 
then, stecci with their epitaphs emerge on the historical scene. 

The epitaph in fact established a two-way communication: a message sent 
to the deceased for the peace of his soul and a message from the deceased for 
religious education of the living. 

The basic function of the grave inscription in the epoch of growing individual- 
ism was to cherish the memory of a person and his particular identity, which was 
achieved with the deceased person's name, age, origin, status, special merits and his 
philosophy of life. It is precisely those more complex inscriptions that most clearly 
point to the links between the European West and stecci, in particular through a 
characteristic sentence: | was as you are, you shall be as | am! This sentence (in dif- 
ferent variants) is just a quote from a popular medieval legend originating in France 
about the meeting between three alive and three dead people. This motif has been 
recorded in the European funerary epigraphy since the 11" century. 

Viewed in the broadest temporal and spatial as well as historical context, the 
inscriptions on stecci represent an organic part of Christian epigraphic culture of 
medieval Europe and its development phases between the 14" and 15" century. 
Many preserved inscriptions, mainly in Bosnia and Herzegovina and to a lesser ex- 
tent in Croatia, Serbia and Montenegro, reveal that stecci were unique monuments 
of medieval literacy ranging from royal and high-nobility offices and monastic 
scriptoria to the lower, more or less noble strata of society. The language and script 
are exclusively local and the inscriptions were regularly written in Cyrillic, while the 
contents are indeed different and may be divided into two main groups: inscrip- 
tions with religious and those with secular contents (which may be subdivided 
into smaller groups depending on the size and content). The inscriptions range 
from a simple mention of the deceased person's name through the recounting of 
his life and exploits, prayers to God and patron saints to the cursing of those who 
might desecrate his last resting place under the stecak. The area of outspread of 
inscriptions is limited to the area of the Drina River basin in the eastern and western 
parts of Montenegro, Konavle in the south, Otuca (Gracac-Croatia) and Glamoc 
in the west and Bijeljina to the north, while their main body is identical to the 
central ste¢ak area stretching into Herzegovina to the necropolises in Siroki Brijeg, 
Stolac and Neum. In this vast area, several hundreds of inscriptions have been 
preserved over centuries and their language structure acquired its form present 
in the application of relatively shaped and poeticized formulations. In Serbia, the 
inscriptions on stecci, although in small numbers, are found mainly in the territory 
of the Drina River basin around Krupanj and Loznica and the southeast area of 
outspread extends to the border with Montenegro. 
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Some inscriptions characterised by the separation of words by means of dots 
and colons and the drawing of straight lines in order to ensure equal spacing 
of the text on a stone base, give away the handwriting of an experienced dijak 
(scribe) skilful at producing more complex texts than epitaphs themselves and at 
using subtler writing technologies appropriate for the then manuscripts. The po- 
sition of inscriptions on a stecak usually corresponded to the position of potential 
readers and was adjusted to their angle. Some inscriptions circularly follow the 
Slab edge. Even if some inscriptions constitute an entity with other decorations 
in terms of composition and aesthetics, their content is normally not related to 
the relief scenes on stecci. 

Given their basic content, intention and intonation, the inscriptions on the 
stecci may be roughly divided into several groups — inscriptions containing 
religious formulations, inscriptions illustrating the motif of heroic (chivalrous) 
death, inscriptions providing information about the deceased person, some- 
times about his relatives and circumstances of his death, glorifying the burial 
of the deceased on “his noble hereditament” (the land that belongs to the 
deceased that he inherited), inscriptions that record only the name of the 
deceased, and sometimes the name of the stonemason who carved the stecak 
and the name of the scribe — diiak who composed the inscription, and finally 
inscriptions with moral (religious) messages. A special group among those 
includes inscriptions with verbal and (or) symbolic invocation, appeal to the 
Holy Trinity or the sign of the cross — formulae borrowed from contemporary 
charters, as well as inscriptions inevitably containing the initial eschatological 
formula ase /sije/lezi (here lies). 

The inscriptions on stecci were exclusively written in the Cyrillic script which 
was influenced by the supressed Glagolitic scribal traditions and Latin orthog- 
raphy. It is precisely the Cyrillic script used on stecci that is most similar to the 
Glagolitic script, which is why stecci are an important monument of literacy and 
language on the entire territory on which they were placed. 

In addition to a number of theological reflections, the inscriptions provide 
an abundance of material for the study of language and script and are also 
inevitable in the scope of historical, sociological, prosopography and anthro- 
pological research. 

The prevalence of the shtokavian ikavian dialect in these texts indicates a 
single language and literacy of the 14" and 15" century (and later) on a relatively 
large territory, the language in which the texts of contemporary secular docu- 
ments were written (charters, wills, contracts and diplomatic material in general) 
as well as church books (primarily preserved missals and gospels). 

With their religious formulae worded in the spirit of the official Christian teach- 
ings (such as the typical invocation of the Holy Trinity at the beginning of the 
inscription equally present in the Serbian Orthodox Church and the Catholic 
Church), valuable epitaphs were carved on the tombstones of hierarchy mem- 
bers of the Church of Bosnia. Along with all other features that make them a part 
of the characteristic inscriptions on stecci, those texts undoubtedly speak against 
the entrenched stereotypes and the dualistic Manichaean and Bogomil character 
of this schismatic Church. 

Absolutely the greatest number of inscriptions (according to the relevant lit- 
erature, over 300) is preserved on the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which 
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corresponds to the fact that this is the area where the largest number of stecci is 
found. That number is much lower on the territories of other states. 

In Croatia, the inscriptions are mostly related to the areas of /motska Krajina 
and Sinjska Krajina, where they appear on a specific type of stecci (Dalmatian 
type of gabled roof stecak), which helps us trace the work of stonemason Jurina’s 
workshop. One of them is located on the nominated site Crljivica-Cista Velika (23). 
In Croatia, the westernmost inscription has been preserved on a huge decorated 
cross in the village of Otuca near Gracac related by shape, decoration and content 
to the final stage of stecci development and the context of migrations spurred 
by Ottoman incursions. 

In Montenegro, the site of Grcko groblje, Pluzine (27) contains a stecak with 
an inscription referring to a Christian Petko who lived in the town of Soko at the 
time of Duke Stjepan (Cro. herzeg). 

In Serbia, a small number of tombstone inscriptions have been preserved that 
reveal some common characteristics, but also distinctive features compared to 
the Bosnian and Hum epitaphs of the 14" and 15" century. The similarity reflects 
primarily in the introductory eschatological wording — here lies (God's slave) - 
common on funerary monuments on both sides of the Drina River. In addition 
to this detail, they are also connected by the presence of the sanctioning formula 
cursing the tomb desecrator. Another common trait is the mention of the noble 
land in which the deceased person was buried. 

The following are the inscriptions from the nominated sites. The font of Cyrillic 
script used in this Nomination file is ideal form of this script due to the diversity 
of some letters. 


Bosnia and Herzegovina 


Radimlja, Stolac (1) 


+ dé kdMH Nd OYHY Nd MeéMmb|OoHVYb .. 4 DAdV DAdXOOTH]V, [4d CHEVE IkjdMH 
d C€ MHCd BOAGLUHN BOrdVHik bdimkO BPdITHOON|HV/6PdITIHOO;HEo HV 





+ Ase kami na Vukcu na Pet[rlovicu. A se pisa ... AVla¢ Viahov[il¢, [a sjece klami Ratko Brativo[n]ic/ 
Bolasin Bogacic¢ (This is the tombstone of Vukac Brativo[jevlic (Vlac Viahovic, tombstone carved by 
Pet[rlovic. This was written by Bolasin Bogacic) Ratko Brativo[n]ic/Brativo[jev]ic) 


142 2. Description 


+ 44 Pdb BOpkH Pd“OHE OYIcOOHs, 
CHNOOd4 OOHCOOAE SelTIPd 





+ Az rab b[o]zi Radoje Vukovic, sinovac vojevode 
Petra (God's servant Radoje Vukovic, nephew 
of Duke Peter) 


+ CHHE A@kH AOBPH PdAOHE, CHN 
OOHEOOAE CITIHIMIGNd, Nid) COOH BdLUMHNH 
Nd BdITINOrdXb CH BHAH TOciTIdoH Nd 
Mé BPdiT] MOH OOHEDOA [IelTidb 


_ 
Ete Ate € 
S See 


RH ANES, 


hs Paks ~~ 
SY Bot 


O ey if Gane, 





+ Sije lezi dobri Radoje, sin vojevode Stipana, n{a] 
Svoj bastini na Batnogah. Si bilig postavi na me brat 
moj vojevoda Petar (Here lieth noble Radoje, son of 

Duke Stipan, on his family land on Batnoge, under 

the tombstone put up by my brother, Duke Peter) 


qd C€ A@kH CTIHEMANb d VHNHO Ied/ MH} 
MHOProOcdTl leOudV 


Te eee 
’ 
; Vid eld 


re Cn 
ig fies 
seal < 


A se lezi Stjepan. A cinio ka[mi] Miogost kovac (Here 
lieth Stjepan. Tombstone put up by master smith 
Miogost). 
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Grcka glavica in the village of Biskup, Konjic (2) 


+ d C€ A@kH FOCMOHd FOHHCdad, kkH HY- 
bHHd BdOLUHtd d kYtNH4d cOHEDOAE 
bdAHVd, d MPHCITId Y kYtH kd3N4d CdNid 
H >%&YMdNd BHAHHdkd © MOVITIENHHEM H 
MbHHd COOHY GHPY H OHLLINHY CAdoyb 





+ A se lezi gospoja Gojisava, kci Jurija Baosica a 
kucnica vojevode Radica, a prista u kuci kaznca 
Sanka i Zupana Bilijaka s poctenijem i prija svoju viru 
i visnju slavu. Here lieth gospoja Gojisava, daughter 
of Juraj Baosi¢ and the wife of Duke Radic, and she 
loyally joined the house of the courtier Sanko and 
Zupan Bilijak and she remained true to her faith and 
heavenly glory). 


144 2. Description 


Grebnice, Radmilovica Dubrava, Olovci, Kladanj (10) 
Baljci, Bileca, (8) 


Ob HME O4d H CHNG H COeiTidro Ary)Xd d 
- a ee ee oe : : : C€ A@kKH PAAOMHP HYPHCGAHSb Nd COOCH 
e — — ae? a, 4€MAHH bbbITAECMETINOb 
\ v0 HP 4 UES oth & ; be S ‘ uy , 


Peis BAIKO- 4 SAN ve 





V'ime oca i sina i svetago d(u)ha a se lezi Radomir 
Jurisalic’ na svoei zemlji ...olemetno. In the name of 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost Here lieth 
RadomirJurisalic on his noble land. 


Kucarin in Hrancici, Gorazde (13) 





A se lezi Bunac RuSovic. Here lieth Bunac RuSovic. + C€ A@kH NHEPOLL (7) GHAOHEOHA, 4€MAH 


MY Nd OBPHYb MOVPAHENO MdCTIGNOM (7) 
qd C€ A@kH 4PHHE! H PdLllicO GAdXOOHkb 4 


C€ A@KHITIG AOd OAdXOdd CHNdb 


bei 


. . =, 
~ 2 ee Sh. eo < 
; Hg, IA AN 7 


‘ ” 
*. 


——Ie ~ ay rs 
ite we cee 





ia Get ane ate “e he : uN 
t Se lezi Njegos (?) Vidojevic, zemlja mu na Obrju. 
A se lezi Crijep i Rasko Viahovic. A se lezita dva Pocrljeno Mastanom (?). tHere lieth Njegos(?) 


Vilahova sina. Here lieth Crijep et Rasko Viahovic Vidojevic, his land is on Obrlje. This was carved by 
Here lieth two Vlaho sons. Mastan(?). 
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Boljuni, Stolac (14) 


qd C€ A@kH PdAOCdo X€PdicOOHsb ONO qd c€ Ake BOrdod4 H ITIdbdX 
A€TOX Nd COOHOH MAE€ME€(NHITIOH BOAHYNOOHV © HdMé€b 
TOAYBAVH, H Ald) HE (4€MAH Adie, + qd C€ CHEVE FPYBdIVb MOAHY CE, 5O%K€ 
bA(drd NOMHAYH M€ MHAOCTIH ITMOOHE 





A se leze Bogavac i Tarah Boljunovic s Jame. 
+ A se sjece Grubac. Molju se, boze, pomiluj me 





A se lezi Radosav Herakovic. Ovo legoh na svojoj milosti tvoje. 

pleme[ni]toj Golubaci, i dla] je [zemlja] laka, bl[a] (Here lieth Bogavac and Tarah Boljunovic from Jama) 
ga (Here lieth Radosav Herakovic. | lay on my noble (Here lieth Grubac. | pray thee, Lord, bestow thy 
land Golubaéa. May the soil on me lie light, gentle) mercy upon me) 


+ C€ MHCd OBbdj4 MONMOOAHANd CHN Nd 
rbYBdvy 





+ Se pisa Obr[a]d P[o]povijana sin na Grubacu (This 
was written by Obrad Popovljan, son of Gruba¢) 


146 2. Description 


qd C€ A@kH OYItHk OY MH d c€ CHEVE FPYBAV IeqdMH 





A se lezi Vukic Vumic (Here lieth Vukic Vumic) 


qd c€ A@kH OAdk DAGAHCKAHSb MHLLE 
CEMOPdA, CHVE OYIe Nd Od 





A se sjece Grubac kami (This was carved by Grubac) 


qd c€ CHEVE FPYBAV IeqMH Nd OYIeLUYb 4d 
Néill PdNd [XPHCITIOOHX?| 





A se lezi Vlad Viadisalic. Pise Semorad, sice Vuk na 
oca(Here lieth Vlad Vladisalic. This was written by A se sjece Grubac kami na Vuksu. Za pet rana 
Semorad, monument carved by father Vuk). [Hristovih?] (This was carved by Grubaé for VukSa. 
For the five wounds of Christ) 
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NHLLE CCMOPdA qd C€ A@kH PAAHV OY VHi 


A se lezi Radic Vucic (Here lieth Radic Vucic) 


d C€ A©@kH HEPHNd HoleOOHYd 





Pise Semorad (This was written by Semorad) 


qd C€ A@kH PdAHVG dbPdiTl, CHVE 
APCCHLUd MdbPditlb 4d C€ MHLUE€ AHic 
CEMOPdA, YCHVE IkOodV MHAHt 





A se lezi Jerina lvkovica (Here lieth Jerina lvkovica) 


MHAHk kOn;d|V CHVE 





Milic kov[a]¢ sice (Carved by stonecutter Milic) 





A se lezi Radica Abrat, sice Dragisa pabrat. A se pise 
dik Semorad, usice kovac Milic (Here lieth Radica 
Abrat, carved by half-brother Dragisa) (This was 

written by dijak Semorad and carved by smith Milic) 


148 2. Description 


qd C€ A@kKH Med OYIeVHk, d CHVE Teleco qd C€ A@kH AHYBHYd OAdITMceOOHYd, MHLLC 
Nd BbdiTid CeMOPdA 





A se lezi Ljubica Viatkovica, pise Semorad (Here lieth 
Ljubica Vlatkovica. Written by Semorad) 


qd C€ A@kH AOBPH HYNdie H VOHElc 
DAdITIcO OYieOOHsb PHLLUE CEMOPdA 





A se lezi Petar VukCcic¢, a sice Petko na brata (Here 
lieth Petar Vukcic, carved by Petko's brother) 


qd C€ A@kH PAAHV OAGAHCKIAHS, d CHVE 
Nd Me OIMTId4b bO*k€, TIH Fd NOMO4H 


A se lezi Radic Vladisali¢, a sice na me otac. Boze, 
ti ga pomozi (Here lieth Radic Vladisalic. This was 
carved by my father. Lord, may thee help him). 





A se lezi dobri junak i Cojek Vilatko Vukovic. Pise 
Semorad(Here lieth noble hero and man Vlatko 
Vukovic. Written by Semorad) 
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d C€ A@kH AOBbd OAdAHIkOnkd HEbHNd Croatia 
DYIKOHdMHtb MHLUE AHI CEMObdA 


Velika and Mala Crijivica, Cista Velika (23) 


OOAH A@kH AOBPd 2kENd DAdAN MOAdr 
cooerd CYE€NHHd X€Picd Ic CciTbdkHid d 
OOH BHAH MocitidadX Hd 4 BedINHOMbbb 





A se lezi dobra vladikovka Jerina Vukocamic. Pise dik 
Semorad(Here lieth noble woman Jerina Vukocamic. 
Written by diak Semorad) 


qd C€ A@kH AOBPd KEN CITIGNAG 
KYPENOOHYdGb CHHEVE 4€AHHG, d MHLLE 
Pditlo Ovdi lezi dobra zena Viadna polag svoega suenija 
Herka Kustrazica a ovi bilig postavah ja z bratiom... 
...(Here lieth the good wife Vladna with her husband 
Herko Kustrazic. | put up this monument with my 
brotherhood...) 








A se lezi dobra Zena Stana Curenovica. Sijece Zelija, a 
pise Rato(Here lieth the good wife of Stan Curenovic. 
Carved by Zelija and written by Rato) 


150 2. Description 


Montenegro 


Grcko groblje, Pluzine (27) 


(€0) MOCITIGOHX BEAEP 3d >kKHOOMTId 4 BO>%k€, Hd Metco IKbCITHANHN, (MIbH.) MH 
VEkdX CMbITI Y COKOAY d Y MHAOXd AYLUY MOHY - BbdtO H APY>kKHNO 
POCMOAH)Nd DOHOOWNE CITIHEMdNd KOHH MOAHM ade Né Pd3HITIe MHMO HAY tH 

Mé€ MOLLITMENO XPANHALLIEl d BOF NHErony Heb CdM Hd BHO kdO H OH d OH teémmTle 

AYLLUY (Y)C4XNYOLLIEM Heb CdM H Hd BHITIH kdO H Hd CMbITINH 


NEMO kPCITIdHdINHNb 


a 





(Evo) postavih beleg za zivota: a Cekah smrt u 
Sokolu a u miloha g(ospodi)na vojvode Stjepana 
koji me posteno hranjase: a Bog njegovu dusu (u) 

sahnuvsem jer sam i ja Petko krstajanin. 
First part - (Here) | placed a symbol while alive: and 





waited for death in Sokol under merciful lord duke Boze, ja Petko krstjanin, (pri-) mi duSu moju - braco i 
Stjepan who fed me fairly: and God took his soul, druzino molim vas ne gazite mimo iduci 
because | also am Petko Christian. Jer sam ja bio kao i via vi Cete biti kao i ja smrtni 


Second part - God, | Petko Christian, (take) my soul 
— brothers and company, please do not tread when 
passing by. Because | used to be like you and you 
will be like me, mortal. 


Inscriptions of the Bosnian Church dignitaries 


The inscription of gost Milutin 
— Humsko near FoCa (BA): 


Od HME ITIOOHE MPHVHCITId MPOHHYE 
TOCNOAHNG FocdTid MHAYMANd BHAHT 
POAOM 4HPNVANHN 
NOrHBE HNO Ne—O AH MHAOCTIH 
BOoKHH€HH >kHITIHHE 
qd KHX Y VdCcITI€ BOCANCKE FOCNOAE 
NPHMHX AdPODE OA OEAHIcEe FOCHOAE 
H DAdCTIECO H OA FPVIcE FOCNOAE 
qd aoc€ OGHAOMO 





Va ime tvoje pricista Trojice 
Gospodina gosta Milutina bilig rodom Crncanin 
Pogibe ino nego li milosti bozijeji Zitije 
A zih u Caste bosanske gospode primih darove od 
velike gospode 
i vlasteo i od grcke gospode 
A vse vidomo 
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(In your name, the most innocent Trinity! 

Lord Gost Milutin’s tombstone, of the Crnican clan. 
He did not die other than with God’s mercy. 
Biography: | lived honoured by Bosnian fine folk. 
| received gifts from feudal magnates and 
squires and from Greek peers. 

And every-thing is known) 


Inscription of gost Misljen 
— Puhovac near Zenica (BA): 


dc€ A@kH AOBPH FOCIOAHN Foci 

MHLUAHEN kOMY BHLLIE NPHPE€AHO 

NO YPEABH dobdM COOHE O€AHIcO 

TOCTIOAHYBCTO0b FOCHOAHNE AOBPH 
kdAd NMPHACLU NPHA CFOCIOAHNG NdLlierd 
HCYCd XPHCITId HEANOPd CHOMENH H Nd 
COOHHX Pdbou 
NHCd FE4IMdITIHIe 


Ase lezi dobri gospodin gost Misljen komu bise 
priredio po uredbi Avram svoje veliko gostoljubstvo. 
Gospodine dobri kada prides prid Gospodina 
nasega Isusa Hrista jednoga spomeni i nas svojih 
rabov 
Pisa gramatik 


(Here lieth the noble lord Gost Misljen to whom 
Abraham bequeathed his great hospitality. 
Noble lord, when you go to our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only one, mention us, your slaves. 
Written by the scribe). 


152 2. Description 


Findings of Archaeological Research 


Exploring the graves beneath stecci has brought us perhaps more scientific knowl- 
edge than research of the stecci themselves. The grave with findings, as a closed 
unit, introduces us to amoment marked by distinctive material remains, primarily 
jewellery, parts of attire and military equipment. The individual pieces of jewellery 
(metal belts, earrings with three strawberries and rings) are a true masterpiece of 
local goldsmiths that become even more important given the fact that they are 
found in a wide area of the Adriatic coast and its deep hinterland. In the Middle 
Ages, those areas were divided among several different states, but, from the ar- 
chaeological point of view, the whole area appears, in many aspects, as an almost 
unique cultural horizon. The fact is that we have direct confirmation for a large 
number of these findings (especially jewellery) in written sources and archives - es- 
pecially the Dubrovnik archives and the archives of other communes at the Adriatic 
coast. A large number of documents preserved there relates to the population of 
the closer and further hinterland or the area of intense outspread of stecci. 

Funerary architecture beneath stecci is diverse, ranging from laying the de- 
ceased in an earthen grave, to masonry tombs and tombs inside mausoleums 
and churches. The simplest form of grave is the earthen grave (with or without 
wood panelling or chest) and tombs built of stone (usually dry stone). 





lt was common to bury only one deceased person in a grave, but there 
were cases of multiple burials when the remains of the previous deceased 
were moved to one part of the tomb or when out of everything in the tomb 
just the skull was kept. Multilayer burials were noted at some necropolises 
where the lower grave layers had been destroyed by the upper layer burial. As 
a rule, the deceased person would be laid in a grave on his back, with stretched 
legs, and the position of arms varied (alongside body, crossed on the chest 
or abdomen), according to the customs of a particular region or even of a 
particular cemetery. 

The findings in the graves, especially the contributions, were relatively rare dur- 
ing the High and Late Middle Ages compared to earlier periods. Items of foreign 
origin, from remains of clothing to weapons, usually very rarely buried with the 
deceased, were found in the graves of the upper nobility. As for jewellery, the most 
numerous were earrings with three strawberries as the most common jewellery 
in the 14" and 15" century. Metal parts of clothing mostly included silver buttons, 
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appliqués and belt buckles. Metal decorated belts or their parts were extremely 
rare and valuable (St. Spas — Croatia). Textile remains in the graves beneath the 
stecci were sparse and fragmented, but extremely valuable. Pieces of fabric with 
the coat of arms of King Tvrtko in Visoko (BA) were embroidered with a gold wire 
on asilk fabric while a silver thread was found in some graves near St. Spas (Croatia) 
which had been used for the same purpose. A women's cap scuffia, an expensive 
item imported from Italy, was discovered in a stone human-shaped sarcophagus in 
Han Bila near Travnik. Five coins were also found near the cap, of which one dating 
back to the end of the 14" century. 













Drinking glasses or their remains were found in some graves, always placed 
to the right of the deceased person's head. Ceramic pots were rarely found in 
the graves. Money as a contribution was found placed either in the mouth, one 
piece as mite for the transport to the other world or more frequently several coins 
of Italian piccolo in the hands or scattered in the grave. Findings of Dubrovnik 
money were less numerous, while only a few coins of Hungarian origin have 
been found, only an occasional piece, and only once in the case, determined so 
far, of a Bosnian ruler. It was relatively common to put several coins of piccolo in 
children’s graves, but also in the graves of adults. 








154 2. Description 


Bosnia and Herzegovina 


Up until mid-20" century, researchers were exploring graves beneath individual 
stecci only in extremely rare cases, for example in prehistoric tumuli, or were in- 
terested in the tombs beneath the monuments such as the tomb Batala and the 
so called “King’s Grave” in Jajce. When studying and recording stecci, graves that 
had already been destroyed and looted by the local population were discovered, 
such as the tomb beneath a large stecak in Zgosca, and much later the stecak 
and the tomb of gost Milutin in Humsko near Foéa. The only major excavation at 
Arnautovici near Visoko was carried out at the beginning of the 20" century by 
Karl Patsch with the initial intention of searching for ancient monuments, but 
he immediately realized that he had uncovered a large medieval church and the 
graves in it and around it. In the period between two World Wars, there was no 
significant progress in exploring graves beneath the stecci. When in the 1950-ies 
it was realized that those monuments represent a significant part of the cultural 
heritage, an organised and planned study was launched on the entire territory 
of outspread of stecci. The new methodological approach was particularly im- 
portant, including monographic treatment of whole necropolises and micro- 
regions with series of late medieval necropolises with stecci. It also included 
archaeological research of the graves. The first major archaeological research was 
carried out at the most famous cemetery with stecci at Radimlja near Stolac on 
two occasions, in 1949 and in 1960. However, although the first monograph of 
the site was published (the first of the kind in general) after the first research, the 
research continued to be focused on studying and explaining stecci themselves 
and not their archaeological context too. 
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In Biskup near Konjic, archaeological excavations were conducted from 1954 
to 1955 during which time all the tombs inside the church were explored and 
several graves outside the church. The most important result was the knowledge 
that it was the graveyard of the noble family Sankovic which reached the peak of 
its power in the 14 century. However, ever since the first monographic publica- 
tion about a cemetery with stecci (Radimlja 01), it was clear that this task would 
not be fulfilled to the extent to which experts had deemed necessary due to 
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technical and financial reasons. In addition, it was realized that the majority of 
late medieval graves contained no significant findings. The progress was made 
following the construction of large industrial and infrastructure facilities, as well 
as increased awareness of the importance of a comprehensive research of the 
sites with stecci. From the sixties to the mid-eighties of the 20" century, large and 
complex necropolises (in Grborezi near Livno, Cipulji¢ci near Bugojno, necropolises 
in the valley of the Neretva and Trebisnjica rivers and at Pavlovac near Sarajevo) 
were systematically explored, including minor protective and archaeological 
survey. Although the majority of the surveyed cemeteries have not been included 
in this Nomination, the results of archaeological research conducted at those 
sites contribute to a better understanding of stec¢ci, workshops and burial rites. 
The first anthropological and DNA research at some necropolises have already 
yielded some results in terms of the relations between certain noble families 
and their relationship with the royal house. Combining historical sources with 
archaeological and anthropological research raises new questions. 


Croatia 


The first archaeological excavations of cemeteries with stecci in Croatia were 
carried out in the late 19" century and those were associated with the research 
of the so-called Old Croatian and early medieval sites in Dalmatia, primarily at 
the site Crkvina-Biskupija near Knin. The local church, built in the Early Middle 
Ages, was surrounded by a number of cemeteries dating from Early Middle Ages 
and from later periods. The latter were marked by stecci. Generally, it was the 
case with a large number of sites where the graves with stecci built on earlier 
archaeological remains. The largest research of the cemeteries with stecci in Croa- 
tia, and one of the largest ever done, was conducted on the site of St. Soas near 
the source of the Cetina River and it lasted intermittently from 1947 to 1954. 
The research involved about 1160 graves in the cemetery with about 850 stecci. 
The archaeological artefacts in the graves at St. Spas, primarily the famous gilt 
bronze decorated belt, many late medieval earrings and textile parts, are essential 
to the knowledge of the Middle Ages in this area. Certain archaeological exca- 
vations (Maljkovo-Sinj, Ricice-Imotski, Bisko-Trilj/Sinj, Borinovac-Trilj/Sinj) were 
significantly smaller in scale, but the results were scientifically valuable. Their 
Significance primarily refers to new insights into the emergence and develop- 
ment of individual stecak workshops, namely “stonemason Jurina’s workshop’, 
to the understanding of some burial rites which elucidated certain information 
collected during the previous research and to new insights into burial rites and 
the expansion of the Vlach population during the Middle Ages to the Dalmatian 
inland. In the past 20 years, the cemeteries with stecci have been repeatedly 
explored in Croatia, mostly within various infrastructure works and protective 
research (Kapela-Dugopolje, Bartulovici-Zagvozd, Kotezi-Vrgorac, Eraci-Ploce, 
Vrucica-Nova sela, Crljivica-Cista Velika, Vataje-Konavle, Vodovada-Konavle, 
Dubravka/sv. Barbara-Konavle, Dunave-Konavle, Brotnice-Konavle, Novakovo 
groblje-Cepikuce/Slano, etc.). As was the case with the previous research, the 
findings of those explorations resulted in some new insights into stecci and the 
sites where they were found. Thanks to new methods of dating, this primarily 
refers to the time of their emergence and duration which extends towards the 
middle of the 16" century and possibly even later. 
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156 2. Description 


Montenegro 


In Montenegro, there have been no significant archaeological excavations of 
the cemeteries with stecci. The explorations were focused primarily on just basic 
activities, such as recording of the sites. At several sites, including the three ones 
nominated here, the basic activities of documenting the sites have been conduct- 
ed as a prerequisite for conducting all other research activities (archaeological, 
historical and artistic, historical, anthropological, restoration and conservation). 


Serbia 


A small number of cemeteries with stecci were explored in Serbia. The follow- 
ing sites have been partially explored: Manastirina in Dici near Ljig, Davidovica 
monastery and Livade in Grobnice near Brodarevo, Mileseva monastery near Pri- 
jepolje, Sv. Nikola in Banja near Priboj, Sv. Dorde in Mazici near Priboj, Grobljanica 
in Radoinja near Nova Varos, Sv. Arhandel/St. Archangel church in Poblaca, as 
well as cemeteries around Sjenica on the Pesterska plateau. Systematic research 
was performed at the Pobrezje-Bolnica site in Priboj. In 2010, a smaller scale test 
pit investigation was performed in the nominated Mramorje-Perucac (28) site. 
In Serbia, archaeological explorations of cemeteries with stecci were oriented at 
basic activities — primarily at recording the sites. On a few sites, including the three 
nominated here, the basic activities of documenting the current state of the sites 
have been conducted, as a prerequisite for conducting all other research activi- 
ties (archaeological, historical and artistic, historical, anthropological, restoration 
and conservation). 
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Description of the 30 component parts 


BA - Radimlja, Stolac (1) 


The Radimlja necropolis is located in Vidovo polje, three kilometres west of 
Stolac, on the Capljina — Stolac road. It is an area characterized by Mediter- 
ranean (maritime) climate. It is located in the area where the Radimlja River, 
a right tributary of the Bregava River, meanders. The monuments of this ne- 
cropolis were lined up and oriented northwest-southeast. 

Limestone was used from the nearby quarry at OSanicko hill, about 800 me- 
ters northeast of the necropolis, where an unfinished stecak has been standing 
to this day. According to the data from 2000, the necropolis has 133 stecci: 36 
slabs, 1 slab with base, 27 chests, 24 chests with bases, 4 tall chests, 5 tall chests 
with bases, 2 gabled roof stecci, 31 gabled roof stecci with bases and 3 cross 
tombstones. Out of the 133 stecci, 63 are decorated. 

The decorations were made in sunk relief, by incision or by combined tech- 
nique using a hammer with a short cutting blade, while the smooth surfaces 
were polished by hard stone. The most beautifully decorated forms are gabled 
roof tombstones and tall chests. The vertical sides of some of the monuments 
have arcades with pillars and arches. 

The roof section of the gabled roof stecak and gable are particularly promi- 
nent — raised eaves, zigzag notches or plastic thick lines or knitted rope. 

Among the most common decorative motives, which stand out by the qual- 
ity of workmanship, are scrolling trefoil vines and twisted ribbons as well as 
symbolic motives, such as the sun (a circle), stars and crescent moon. There 
are numerous motives of a cross, frequently highly stylized, as well as motives 
of a shield, sword and of bow and arrow. Images of animals have been found 
on several stecci while the necropolis abounds in figural scenes. Outstanding 
among those are male figures with hands raised high up. The figural scenes 
also include battles, hunting and dancing scenes. 
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Inscriptions appear on five stecci and provide information on some family 
members of Hrabren Miloradovic, who were Vlach katuns, (Vlachs called Donji 
Vilasi) and on Radimlja where they were being buried being their family heri- 
tage “on Batnogah”. 

Radoje Vukovic, nephew of Duke Petar and Radoje, brother of Duke Petar 
and son of Duke Stipan belonged to the upper class of feudal lords. 

Duke Stipan is mentioned in the inscription above the portal of the church 
at OSanici as well as on a large stone chair in front of that church. Duke Stipan 
died around 1470 and Duke Petar is mentioned in the context of 1477 as elder 
of Vlach katun Hrabren. 

According to the inscription, Radoja, second son of Stipan, died in the pe- 
riod after the 70-ies and Radoja Vukovic, nephew of duke Petar, died around 
the 80-ies or the 90-ies of the 15" century. Vla¢ or Vlad Viahovié and Stipan are 
mentioned in two inscriptions. 

Judging by the shields on their monuments, it may be assumed that they 
belonged to the military while nothing definite can be said for Vukac Petrovic. 

The scribes or stonemasons Bolasin Bogacic, Miogost and Ratko Brativo(-) 
nic / Brativojevic signed their names on those tombstones. 


BA - Grcka glavica in the village of Biskup, Konjic (2) 


Biskup is a village near Glavati¢evo, about 30 km south-east of Konjic. The re- 
mains of a church and of the necropolis with stecci are located on a small hillock 
known as Grcka glavica. The remains of the church, dating roughly from the 12" 
or 13" century, are in the eastern part of the necropolis. The ruins of the church 
were used by the Sankovi¢ family as their necropolis from the early 14" century 
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to 1404. The orientation of stecci can be determined with accuracy only in part of 
the ruins of the church where the tombstones lay north-east/south-west. 

The necropolis consists of 184 stecéci and numerous graves without tomb- 
stones. One gabled roof stecak stands out by its form, while all the others are 
Slabs or chests. The necropolis covers an area of approximately 1 700 m*. 

Two tombstones are decorated, one chest and one gabled roof tombstone. 
The decorative motifs on stecci consist of a frieze of scrolling vines with trefoils, 
a frieze composed of a series of parallel diagonal lines and an arcade. 

One chest has an inscription revealing that the stecak marks the grave of 
Goisava, second wife of Duke Radic, lord of the Hum land and some northern 
Herzegovina regions, of the distinguished Sankovic family. 


BA - Kalufi in Krekovi, Nevesinje (3) 


The Kalufi necropolis is the largest necropolis with stecci in Bosnia and Herzegovi- 
na. They are usually oriented in the west-east direction or with a northwest-south- 
east deflection following the natural terrain. 7 stecci are oriented north-south, 
i.e. northwest-southeast. According to the data available to the Commission to 
Preserve National Monuments, based on research carried out by Sefik BeSlagi¢, it 
consists of 462 stecci, of which 295 slabs, 150 chests, 3 gabled roof stecci and 14 
ancient spolia in secondary use were recorded at the necropolis. According to the 
data obtained following research carried out by the Institute for the Protection of 
Cultural, Historical and Natural Heritage of Republika Srpska (Republicki zavod za 
zastitu kulturno istorijskog i prirodnog naslijeda RS) in 2012, 464 stecci were record- 
ed of which 83 chests, 13 chests with bases, 226 slabs, 2 slabs with bases, 3 gabled 
roof stecci, 1 gabled roof stecak with bases and 136 fragments. 
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Stecci were cut from good quality limestone and most are finely shaped, 
but there are also some poorly hewed and even amorphous. 48 are deco- 
rated. Ornaments at the necropolis Kalufi are limited to a few motifs such as 
Status motifs: sword, heraldic shield, sword with staff; symbolic motifs: ro- 
sette, crescent, plastic half-sohere and cross — plain cross, with double cross 
arm or anchor on the arms’ ending and anthropomorphic cross. The most 
common decorative motifs of these stecci are twisted wreaths and circles. 
Several monuments have edgings in the form of twisted band or scrolling 
vines with trefoils. The arrangement of motifs is very simple. They commonly 
appear on the horizontal side of slabs or chests, either alone or sometimes in 
combination with two to three motifs. An architectural motif has been found 
on a chest with vertical sides decorated with Saracen arcades. Human figures 
appear on two monuments — a male figure with shield and sword. 

No inscriptions have been recorded. 

Two tombstones from this site have been kept in the Military Museum in 
Belgrade since 1960. 


BA - Borak in the village of Burati, Rogatica (4) 


The necropolis is located in the north-western part of the Municipality of 
Rogatica, above the village of Burati, near the mediaeval Dubrovnik — Srebreni- 
ca road. A larger number of stecci are oriented east-west, and a smaller number 
north-south. According to the data available to the Commission to Preserve 
National Monuments, a total of 212 stecci have been recorded at the necropo- 
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lis: 136 slabs, 67 chests, 7 gabled roof stecci, 1 hollowed stone with trough, and 
1 tombstone of indeterminate shape. 

According to the data obtained following research carried out by the In- 
stitute for Protection of Cultural, Historical and Natural Heritage of Republika 
Srpska (Republicki zavod za zastitu kulturno istorijskog i prirodnog naslijeda RS) 
in 2012, 212 stecci were recorded of which 61 chest, 14 chests with bases, 101 
plate, 18 plates with bases: 15 fragments, 2 gabled roof steéci and 1 gabled roof 
stecak with base. 7 stecci are decorated. Decorative motifs include a double spi- 
ral, half-sohere, a cross, a crescent moon, a rosette, a lily, a hand with a sword, 
and a hunting scene of a hunter on foot with a spear, a dog, a deer and a bear. 

No inscriptions have been recorded. 


BA - Maculje, Novi Travnik (5) 


The Maculje necropolis is located 21 kilometres from Novi Travnik on the road 
to Gornji Vakuf, at an altitude of 998 meters. The stecci are oriented in the west- 
east and north-south directions with only a small number deviating from these 
orientations. They are made of limestone and lined up in rows. The monuments 
are mostly well hewed but some are almost amorphous. 

The necropolis has 101 stecci: 32 slabs, 52 chests, 11 gabled roof stecci , 6 
stecci the shape of which could not be determined as they caved in and 16 
monumental crosses. The principal form is that of a chest on a base, followed 
by the form of sarcophagus with, or without a base and a few ordinary slabs. 
Only one stecak is decorated, with a circle (an apple). 
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The necropolis also contains 16 anthropomorphic tombstones, which some 
authors call crosses, all but one being decorated. Ornaments on anthropomor- 
phic tombstones are crosses, stylized crosses, Greek crosses, circles (apples) 
and crescent moons. 

No inscriptions have been recorded. 


BA - Dugo polje at Blidinje, Jablanica (6) 


Blidinje is a karst plateau extending north-east/south-west between the moun- 
tains of Cvrsnica, Muharica and Vran. Dugo polje, where the necropolis with stecci 
is located, lies at the foot of Mount Vran between Lake Blidinje and Hrbin. It covers 
an area of 90 x 36 meters south of a macadam road. A few stecci are oriented in 
the southeast-northwest direction. Several irregular fragments of slabs and chests 
sunk into the ground have been observed between the stecci. All stecci are made 
of limestone from a nearby quarry slopes of the Mount Vran or from Zreonice, 
where there was another quarry. 

The necropolis has 150 tombstones; 72 slabs, 59 chests, 14 tall chests, 4 gabled 
roof stecci with base and 1 gabled roof stecak without base. Decorations are found 
on 32 stecci: 5 slabs, 22 chests and 5 gabled roof steéci — with the most common 
motif of rosettes appearing 34 times. There are 19 crosses, 4 of them stylized and 
1 double cross. One tombstone bears an interesting combination, constituting 
one of the distinctive features of the necropolis — two arms of the cross ending as 
an anchor and two as trefoil lilies. There are 16 crescent moons, most frequently 
combined with a rosette. Edgings frame the panels in the form of twisted lines 
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with spirals or trefoils in the empty spaces as well as incised zigzag lines. Some of 
the lines are S-shaped and some form detached spirals. One chest-shaped stecak 
is interesting with an incised line as the edging on top and alongside densely ar- 
ranged spiral lines on both sides. Circular wreaths, mainly twisted, appear eight 
times on four tombstones. Cable-cord ropes frame the lower edge of the roof 
panels of three gabled roof ste¢ci, creating the impression of the eaves of a house 
or the lid of a chest. A shield and sword appear in three places and a sword alone 
in one. Two shields have heraldic symbols — rosettes or diagonal bands with a veg- 
etal ornament in the form of a lily. The motif on one chest-shaped tombstone, 
resembling a tool of some kind, has yet to be identified. 

Figural scenes include five hunting scenes, two jousting scenes, two wheel- 
dances (one only with women and one mixed) and one scene of three figures 
coming out of a tower. The warriors are on foot, armed with maces and swords. 
Animals alone — a deer with head raised and a horse - feature on two tomb- 
stones, while one arm features once. The most interesting figural scene is the 
one with a mythological animal, probably a winged horse with a serpent. Three 
figures with hands on their chests and five male figures with arms raised high 
are primarily symbolic in meaning. 

No inscriptions have been recorded. 


BA — Gvozno, Kalinovik (7) 


Gvozno is a small karst field on Mount Treskavica, about 11 km north-west of 
Kalinovik. It is surrounded to the south and east by karst hills, and to the west 
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and north by the forested slopes of the mountain, rising gradually at first and 
then rapidly ascending. The necropolis with stecci is situated in the southern part 
Mount Gradac foot on a slightly elevated terrain, about 300 meters beeline rom 
elevation 1396 (Gradac).The quarry for stecci of the Gvozno necropolis was locat- 
ed a few dozen meters south-west of the necropolis, at the foot of Gradac hill. 

The Gvozno necropolis covers an area of 46 x 23 meters. The tombstones 
mainly lie west-east, with a few lying north-west/south-east. In some places, 
graves just edged with stones on the surface are visible among the stecci. Ac- 
cording to the data available to the Commission to Preserve National Monu- 
ments a total of 87 tombstones were recorded at the necropolis: 27 slabs, 54 
chests, 4 gabled roof stecci, and 2 cross-shaped monuments. 

According to the data obtained following research carried out by the Institute 
for Protection of Cultural, Historical and Natural Heritage of Republika Srpska 
(Republicki zavod za zastitu kulturno istorijskog i prirodnog naslijeda RS) in 2012, 71 
stecci were recorded — 35 chests, 1 chest with base, 32 slabs and 3 gabled roof 
tombstone. Fourteen decorated stecci have been recorded. The scenes of hunt- 
ing and dance stand out among the decorations, and there are several represen- 
tations of dogs. The necropolis is unique by the figures of winged dragons. 

No inscriptions have been recorded. 


BA - Grebnice, Radmilovica Dubrava, Baljci village, Bileca (8) 


The necropolis is in the village of Baljci at the Radmilovica Dubrava site, about 
4 km to the northeast of Bileca. The Dreznica quarry is located approximately 
2 km beeline from the necropolis to the northeast, where stecci had been cut 
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and carved. According to the data available to the Commission for Preservation 
of National Monuments, based on research carried out by Sefik BeSslagic¢, a pre- 
historic tumulus and a necropolis with 291 ste¢cci are found at the locality: 218 
Slabs, 64 chests, 1 gabled roof monument, 1 pillar, 1 monumental cross, 1 nisan 
and 5 sunken stecci, the shape of which could not be determined. 

According to the data obtained following research carried out by the In- 
stitute for Protection of Cultural, Historical and Natural Heritage of Republika 
Srpska (Republicki zavod za zastitu kulturno istorijskog i prirodnog naslijeda RS) 
in 2012, a total of 321 stecak was recorded, of which 74 chests, 19 chests with 
bases, 211 slabs, 1 slab with base, 1 gabled roof stecak, 1 gabled roof stecak 
with base, 1 pillar, 1 tombstone with monumental cross and 10 fragments. 

They lie west-east and north-south and they are well hewed. 

Thirty-two are decorated: 4 slabs, 26 chests, 1 monumental cross, and 1 
gabled roof stecak. The motifs are arcades, scrolling vines with trefoils, crosses, 
rows of rosettes and circular wreaths, networks of rhombi, twisted garlands, a 
“vodenica’” (circular garland) and a hand. 

The literature mentions 7 epitaphs inscribed on 2 slabs, 4 chests and 1 ga- 
bled roof tombstone. The epitaphs referred to Vuksa Dubcevic, Bunco Rusovic, 
Rasoje, Crijep and Rasko Viahovic, Vitoje Dakovic, the monk Gligorije and Rado 
Raicev. Today, only two chests bear visible inscriptions. 


BA - Bijaca, Ljubuski (9) 
Anecropolis with stecciis situated near the village Donja Bijaca, by the Ljubuski- 
Vid road. In 1931, part of the necropolis was covered by a road or structure 
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alongside, and one decorated stecak was transported to the Museum of the 
Franciscan Monastery in Humac in 2003. There are 33 stecci: 20 chests, 14 slabs 
and 1 gabled roof tombstone. 

Seventeen stecci are decorated. Symbolic motifs include crosses, crescent 
moons, twisted wreaths, rosettes, stars and sun. The weapons represented in- 
clude a sword, a shield, a shield with a sword, and a bow and arrow. Wheel- 
dance scenes, human figures and hunting scenes appear on eight stecci. Geo- 
metric and architectural motifs consist of cable-cord ropes, vines with trefoils 
and arcades. No inscriptions have been recorded. 


BA - Olovci, Kladanj (10) 


The necropolis is situated near the village of Olovci, along the Olovci-Tuhollj 
road, about 10 km north-west of Kladanj. It is on a site that slopes gently down 
towards the road and covers an area of 24.5 x 14 meters. 

The stecci lie west-east in rows with the exception of one gabled and two 
chest-shaped tombstones which lie north-south. It consists of 18 stecci: 5 
chests, 12 gabled roof tombstones and 1 pillar. 

Three gabled roof stecéci are decorated, and one bears an epitaph in addi- 
tion to decorations. 
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The decorative motifs found in this necropolis include a double spiral, a ca- 
ble-cord rope, a cross with round endings, two motifs of a staff, a T-cross. 

The epitaph is dedicated to a member of the feudal family Jurisalicé, whose 
hereditament was in that area. 


BA - Mramor in Musici, Olovo (11) 





The necropolis is situated in the village of Musici, about 4 km to the south-west 
of Olovo. The monuments lie west-east and north-south. 

It has 80 stecci: 25 slabs, 8 chests and 47 gabled roof monuments. Twelve 
are decorated: 2 slabs, 2 chests and 8 gable-roofed monuments. 

The most common motifs are spirals, rosettes and twisted bands, followed 
by crosses. 

No inscriptions have been recorded. 


BA - Donje Breske, Tuzla (12) 


The necropolis with stecci is located in the hamlet of Nikolici, in the village of 
Donje Breske. The village is about 8 km to the north-west of Tuzla. 

There are 23 stecci: 2 chests and 21 pillars with different endings (arched, 
with a projecting arch and a flat top widening upwards). They are oriented 
west-east. They are well hewed and most are now lying sideways. Three pillars 
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are decorated with apples (spheres), spirals, double spirals, bows, a crescent 
moon, a cross, a hatchet, a sabre and several parallel lines on the “roof?” 
No inscriptions have been recorded. 


BA — KuCarin in Hrancici, Gorazde (13) 


The necropolis is located in Donje polje near the village of Zilici, about 15 km 
west of Gorazde at altitude of 730 meters. There are 350 visible stecci, mostly in 
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the form of slabs and chests, and a smaller number of gabled roof tombstones. 
Forms of recumbent monoliths are represented: slabs, chests, and gabled roof 
tombstones. 

Three stecci, one being a trough, are decorated. The edges of the trough are 
decorated with cannelures, the narrower lateral (western) side is adorned with 
a plastic cross decoration with round endings, placed inside the circle, while a 
deer is represented on the longer (southern) side. Another stecak contains a 
sickle motif in high relief on the upper panel, while the western front side of 
the chest bears a lily motif in high relief. One gabled roof tombstone bears an 
epitaph dedicated to Njegos Vidojevic. 


BA - Boljuni, Stolac (14) 


The necropolis with stecci is located in the hamlet of Boljuni, 15 km south-west 
of Stolac. It is situated in the lowland below the village houses. It is arranged 
in two groups about 400 meters apart. The stecci are laid in rows, all oriented 
west-east with only minor deviations in some cases. The necropolis Boljuni | 
and II has in total 274 stecci: 82 slabs, 176 chests, 12 gabled roof tombstones 
and 4 huge cross-shaped monuments, of which 92 are decorated: 29 slabs, 57 
chests and 6 gabled roof tombstones. 

The most common relief motifs are scrolling vines with trefoils used as 
edging on the horizontal sides of the slabs or as a frieze on the vertical sides 
of chests. There are also shields with swords, and rosettes in a variety of rep- 
resentations: as heraldic symbols on shields, combined with crescent moons 
or alone. They also appear as stylized rosettes with twisted circular garlands 
or as cross-rosettes. They are followed in number by plastic bands, various 
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types of edging, crosses (plain or stylized), crescent moons, lilies, stylized 
floral motifs with spirals and grapevine, arcades and swords. There are nu- 
merous figural scenes and compositions: deer hunting scenes, jousting and 
wheel-dance. Fantastic animals, the figures of a lion and a horseman also 
appear. The original motives are: a lion, a woman with a child in her arms, 
stylized rosettes, fantastic lizard-like animals and a wheel-dance with the 
dance leader riding a deer. 

There is a total of 19 inscriptions relating to the names of the deceased: 
Bogavac Tarah Boljunovic, died before 1477; Radic Vladisalic, Herak and Rado- 
slav Herakovic, Petar Vukié and his brother, and others. Some of these person- 
alities are also historically documented. Members of the Boljuni — Vladisali¢ 
group that belonged to Donji Vlasi (Lower Vlachs) were also buried there. Some 
of the stecci are signed by master craftsman Grubacé, recognizable for his artis- 
tic style and motifs, dijak (scribe) Semorad and other master craftsmen (Mili¢, 
Zelija and Dragisa and the two scribes Radoje and Vuk). Boljuni is considered to 
have been a major stonemasonry and artistic centre. 


BA - Dolovi in the village of Umoljani, Trnovo (15) 


The necropolis is located 1.5 km from the entrance to the village of Umoljani, 
at Dolovi, to the right of the road. There are 53 stecci: 6 slabs, 37 chests, 5 
tall chests, 5 gabled roof tombstones, 11 old nisani and the remains of the 
foundations of an unexplored building that could be a church. Most of the 
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stecci lie north-south with minor deviations, while 13 lie west-east. They are 
mainly made of local stone and they are shaped as slabs, chests or gabled 
roof monuments. 

Decorations have been found on 14 steéci, including 4 slabs, 3 tall chests, 4 
chests and 2 gabled roof tombstones. A significant number of stecci are deco- 
rated with realistic and symbolic motifs: twisted band, a double band of zigzag 
lines, lines in bas relief and high relief, a grapevine with a trefoil, a grapevine 
with spirals, a stylized cross, a Latin cross, a shield, a sword, a circle and a wheel- 
round-dance, scene, i.e. funeral ritual dance, then a stylized tree with two pairs 
of symmetrical coiling spirals and a rosette). 

No inscriptions have been recorded. 


BA - Luburi¢a polje, Sokolac (16) 


The two necropolises with stecci are located 280 meters beeline apart, in the 
village of KoSutica, about 6 km north-east of Sokolac, in the open spaces of the 
Luburicéa polje. The necropolis at the locality of Ploce is on a prehistoric tumulus 
of a 40 meters radius. In the centre of the tumulus, there is a hollow square, 
which may be assumed to have been the place of a medieval building. The tu- 
mulus is about 3 meters high, and its volume is about 90 metres. It consists of 51 
stecci: 50 chests and 1 gabled roof tombstone. Three chests are decorated. 

The necropolis at Bare is located on an elevated terrain which does not have 
a circular foundation. The elevation is 80 meters long and around 30 meters 
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wide. Stecci are oriented north-south. It consists of 83 stecci: (78 chests, 1 ga- 
bled roof monument and 4 fragments of stecci). Six chests are decorated. 

According to the data obtained following research carried out by the In- 
stitute for Protection of Cultural, Historical and Natural Heritage of Republika 
Srpska (Republicki zavod za zastitu kulturno istorijskog i prirodnog naslijeda RS) in 
2012, a total of 132 stecci were recorded, of which 37 chests, 42 slabs, 1 gabled 
roof stecak and 53 fragments. 

Decorative motifs include a line denoting a double grave, a rosette, a sword 
and a cross. 

No inscriptions have been recorded. 


BA - Potkuk in Bitunja, Berkovici (17) 


The Potkuk necropolis is located on relatively flat terrain at the southern side 
of Kuk, i.e. at the foot of a limestone hill that was used as a quarry. It covers an 
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area of 70 x 40 meters lying east-west. The burial places are arranged in rows 
running north to south. There are two large groups of stecci at the necropolis, 
one to the east and one to the west, which according to the data available to 
the Commission to Preserve National Monuments, count a total of 243 tomb- 
stones: 5 slabs, 2 chests on bases, 234 chests and 2 gabled roof monuments. 
According to the data obtained following research carried out by the Institute 
for Protection of Cultural, Historical and Natural Heritage of Republika Srpska 
(Republicki zavod za zastitu kulturno istorijskog i prirodnog naslijeda RS) in 2012, 
a total of 251 stecci were recorded of which 97 chests, 4 chests with bases, 122 
Slabs, 1 gabled roof stecak and 27 fragments. 

A total of 40 monuments are decorated. The decorations are made in sunk 
relief except for a few which were carved into the tombstones. The most com- 
mon motifs are scrolling vines with trefoils, cable twist and plain stylized crosses, 
followed by bordures and edgings of parallel diagonal lines and the figures of a 
deer, a horse, a lion and birds, along with a deer hunt scene. Next are vodenice 
(watermills), arcades, a crescent moon, a rosette, a circular wreath, and the figure 
of aman with a staff, a hand with a sword, a horseman and a woman, a man with 
a sword and shield, and a wheel-dance. No inscriptions have been recorded. 


BA - Mramorje in Bud, Pale (18) 


The necropolis with stecci is located in the village of Bud, about 15 km north- 
east of Pale. A large number of stecci located in the middle of the necropolis 
are set on rock. The stecci exhibit a good quality of craftsmanship, and lie both 
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east-west and north-south, but to a larger extent east-west. According to the 
data available to the Commission to Preserve National Monuments there are 
127 stecci on the site: 10 slabs, 109 chests and 8 gabled roof tombstones. Most 
of the tombstones are chests, followed by slabs, with a few gabled roof tomb- 
stones. According to the data obtained following research carried out by the 
Institute for Protection of Cultural, Historical and Natural Heritage of Repub- 
lika Srpska (Republicki zavod za zastitu kulturno istorijskog i prirodnog naslijeda 
RS) in 2012, a total of 160 stecci were recorded, of which 35 slabs, 10 slabs with 
bases, 60 chests, 19 chests with bases, 8 gabled roof stecci with bases and 28 
fragments, amorphous shapes, etc. 

This necropolis is characterized by all the tombstones with bases having 
been made of one piece of stone, as well as by the size of one chest, 275 x 122 
x 20 cm, which represents one of the largest mediaeval tombstones recorded 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Decoration ornaments were recorded only on one stecak - a rosette in 
high relief. 

No inscriptions have been recorded. 


BA - Beéani, Sekovici (19) 


The necropolises named Ispod stijene (Under a rock) and Pola stijene (Half a 
rock) are located in the village of Becani, in the Brajinci area, which is about 
three kilometres to the north-west of the centre of the Municipality of Sekovi¢i. 
According to the data available to the Commission to Preserve National Monu- 
ments, the necropolis consisted of 138 visible stecci - 4 slabs, 15 chests, 41 
gabled roof stecci , 77 pillars and one sunken stecak of indeterminate shape. 
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According to the data obtained following research carried out by the In- 
stitute for Protection of Cultural, Historical and Natural Heritage of Republika 
Srpska (Republicki zavod za zastitu kulturno istorijskog i prirodnog naslijeda RS) 
in 2012, a total of 172 stecci were recorded, of which 11 chests, 2 chests with 
bases, 26 slabs, 35 gabled roof stecci, 1 gabled roof stecak with base, 21 frag- 
ments and 74 pillars. 

Four main shapes are represented - slabs, chests, gabled roof steéci and 
pillars. There are different types of pillars: pillars in the shape of upright slab 
(rectangular parallelepiped) which widens upwards, with gable-roof, flat or 
arched tops and pillars in the shape of upright chests (rectangular parallel- 
epiped), widening upwards and with the top in different shapes: gable-roof, 
flat or arched or with a lipped arch. Seven tombstones — 2 gabled roof monu- 
ments and 5 pillars, are decorated with a crescent moon and sword. 

No inscriptions have been recorded. 


BA — Mramor in Vrbica, Foca (20) 


The necropolis is located in the hamlet of Vrbica near the village of Celebici, 
about 20 km to the south-east of Foca at an altitude of 948 meters. According 
to the data available to the Commission to Preserve National Monuments, 211 
monuments were found at the locality: 3 late antique slabs, 1 Roman altar, 2 
medieval slabs, 129 chests, 2 gabled roof steéci and 74 stecci of undetermined 
shape. According to the data obtained following research carried out by the 
Institute for Protection of Cultural, Historical and Natural Heritage of Repub- 
lika Srpska (Republicki zavod za zastitu kulturno istorijskog i prirodnog naslijeda 
RS) in 2012, a total of 238 stecci were recorded, of which 47 chests, 1 slab with 
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base, 116 slabs and 74 fragments. Ornaments were recorded on 22 stecci: 3 
late antique slabs, 1 slab and 18 chests. 

The following motifs are represented on the site: frieze, small crosses, sty- 
lised cross, anthropomorphic cross, crescent moons, staff, swords, dagger, cir- 
cles, watermill, hand, rosette, animal motifs and relief motifs of human figures. 
No inscriptions have been recorded. 


BA - Cengiéa Bara, Kalinovik (21) 


The necropolis Cengica Bara is located on a gentle hill in the middle of the 
karst valley at an altitude of 1370 meters above sea level. It is situated about 11 
km to the south-west of Kalinovik. The stecci are west-east oriented and laid in 
rows. Monuments are well-carved and preserved, cut of limestone. The quarry 
is located around 100 meters south-east to the necropolis. 

According to the data available to the Commission to Preserve National 
Monuments, 52 stecci were found at the locality: 11 slabs, 35 chests, including 
a significant number of high chests with bases and 6 gabled roof tombstones. 
According to the data obtained following research carried out by the Institute 
for Protection of Cultural, Historical and Natural Heritage of Republika Srpska 
(Republicki zavod za zastitu kulturno istorijskog i prirodnog naslijeda RS) in 2012, 
a total of 54 stecci were recorded, of which 22 chests, 7 chests with bases, 22 
slabs and 2 gabled roof steéci with bases. 

Out of 19 decorated stecci, 1 is a slab, 12 are chests and 6 are gabled roof 
tombstones. The most represented motifs are twisted bands and friezes with 
winding trefoils, followed by motifs of shield and sword, vegetal stylizations, 
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cross in circular wreaths, birds, deer and deer hunting scenes, wheel dance 
(kolo) and tournaments. 

One stecak bears an inscription stating that Stojan Opodinovic lies buried 
there. 


BA - Ravanjska vrata, Kupres (22) 


At the site of Ravanjska vrata, there is the Upper and the Lower necropolis 
(Gornja and Donja nekropola). The necropolises are located in the vicinity of the 
village of MuSici, about 15 km south of Kupres. The monuments at the Lower 
necropolis are finely carved and laid mostly in the northwest-southeast direc- 
tion, while at the Upper necropolis they are oriented in both directions, west- 
east and north-south. 

The Lower necropolis counts 43 stecci: 20 slabs, 20 chests and 3 gabled roof 
tombstones. Eighteen of them are decorated: 5 slabs, 10 chests and 3 gabled 
roof tombstones. The motifs include: bands and trimmings with slanting zig- 
zag lines, vegetal stylizations including lilies, hunting and wheel dance scenes, 
hand with sword, shield with sword, two women, a man with a horse, bent 
vines with trefoils and twisted circular wreath. 

The Upper necropolis counts 25 steéci: 10 slabs, 8 chests and 7 gabled roof 
tombstones. Fifteen of them are decorated of which 5 slabs, 5 chests and 5 
three gabled roof tombstones. The most numerous decorative motifs are ro- 
settes, crescents, circular wreaths and crosses, but the tournaments in arcades 
and stylized lilies stand out by quality of workmanship. There are also bent 
vines with trefoils, a hand, a shield with a sword, staff and trimmings with plain 
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and zigzag bands, a deer motif and a scene of two human figures in arcades. 
No inscriptions were recorded. 


HR - Velika and Mala Crljivica, Cista Velika (23) 


The necropolis Velika and Mala Crljivica is located in the village of Cista Velika 
along the main Trilj-Imotski road in a length of 200 meters. South of the so called 
Velika Crljivica, the eastern part of the site, lays a karst sinkhole with seven wells 
constructed in the Middle Ages, i.e. in the Early Modern Age. 





102 stecci of all basic types have been preserved: slabs, chests and gabled 
roof tombstones. Decorative motifs are the following: crosses of all forms, anthro- 
pomorphic lilies, hunting scenes, scenes of people dancing kolo (wheel-dance), 
jousting scenes, various vegetal motifs, crescents, stars and half-spheres. 52 stecci 
bear decorations. 

Two stecci have partially preserved inscriptions in Cyrillic script mentioning 
the spouses Jerko and Vladna Kustrazi¢c 


HR — St. Barbara, Dubravka, Konavle (24) 


The necropolis is located near the village of Dubravka in Konavle in the vicinity 
of the borders of Croatia, Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina. Apart from 
the graveyard with stecci, the site includes the church of St. Barbara built in 
1889 at the site of an older church. It is enclosed by dry stone with a prehistoric 
cairn (tumulus) next to it. There are two entrances to the graveyard with two 





medieval tombstones at each entrance. A road used to pass right next to the 
graveyard to connect inner Herzegovina with the Konavle valley. It had been in 
use from prehistoric times to the late Middle Ages. 

The necropolis has 104 stecak tombstones. Two types of stecci dominate: 
chests and slabs. Ornaments include motifs of stylized vines, rosettes and 
crosses, bow and arrow, arm and hand. 

No inscriptions were recorded. 


ME - Gréko groblje, Zabljak (25) 


The necropolis is located in the contact zones of the Durmitor National Park 
(1952), the Tara River basin as a World Biosphere Reserve (UNESCO, 1977) and 
the Durmitor National Park with part of the Tara River Canyon (inscribed on 
the UNESCO’s List of World Natural and Cultural Heritage in 1980). It is located 
at around 200 meters northwest of the Riblje jezero (Fish Lake) in the hamlet 
of Novakovici, with the prevailing sub-mountain climate. Stecci are laid on a 
slightly elevated, elongated ellipsoidal surface of about 500 m2. There are 49 
registered stecci oriented east-west, including: 10 slabs, 27 chests and 12 ga- 
bled roof tombstones. Decorations have been observed on 22 tombstones: 12 
chests and 10 gabled roof tombstones. The most common decorative motifs 
are arcades, twisted bands, friezes, frames or edgings with parallel slanting tiny 
lines, twining vines with spirals or trefoils or only with garlands, palmettes. 
There are a small number of rosettes, crescents and circles. There are also 
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motifs of plain and stylized crosses, ankhs, shields, images of a man with a 
sword and a shield and hunting scenes. The unique motifs are the following: 
frieze made of arcs with garlands and a meander made of intertwined and 
twining vines with acanthus leaves as well as the architectural decorations in 
the form of arcades. No inscriptions have been recorded. 


ME - Bare Zugi¢éa, Zabljak (26) 


The necropolis is located in the contact zones of the Durmitor National Park 
(1952), the Tara River basin as a World Biosphere Reserve (UNESCO, 1977) and 
the Durmitor National Park with part of the Tara River Canyon (inscribed on 
the UNESCO's List of World Natural and Cultural Heritage in 1980). It is situ- 
ated in the hamlet of Novakovici, around 2,230 meters to the northeast of the 
Grcko groblje necropolis (25). On the southern side is the local Novakovici - 
Njegovoda road and across the road there is a church with the local cemetery. 
The necropolis was formed on a slightly elevated ground. 

It has 300 steéci of which 10 slabs, 50 chests, 10 gabled roof tombstones and 
230 amorphous blocks. Stecci of fine workmanship are located in the northern 
and the central part of the necropolis whereas most of the amorphous ones 
are located in the southern and south-east parts. All stecci are laid in rows and 
east-west oriented. 

A total of 23 tombstones are decorated: 1 slab, 16 chests and 6 gabled roof 
tombstones. The most common motifs include: bands, frames and edgings 
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with slanting tiny lines, plain and twisted bands, plain and stylized crosses and 
bows with arrows. 

There are a smaller number of arcades, twining vines with trefoils, three con- 
centric circles connected with a ribbon, rosettes, crescents, sword and shield. 
There are also horizontal decorations with zigzag lines, vegetal stylization and 
a sphere. One depicts the scenes of wheel dancing, a dog with a deer and the 
original wheel dancing with mounted deer. 

No inscriptions have been recorded. 


ME - Grcko groblje, Pluzine (27) 


The necropolis is located in the hamlet of Zagrade in the northwest part of 
Montenegro. It was formed to the east of the town of Soko, in its suburb. The 
town of Soko was the throne town of the Kosa¢cas and it was mentioned in the 
famous charters dating from 1444, 1448 and 1454. 

The necropolis has 14 stecci. They were made of local stone, of fine work- 
manship, but mostly undecorated. 

All steéci belong to the type of chests or slabs. The largest stecak, cut out 
of a hard whitish sandstone in the form of a massive cuboid, with the oblique 
sides slightly narrowing towards the base, contains an inscription mentioning 
kristijanin (Christian) Petko, who lived in the town of Soko during the time of 
the Duke Stjepan Kosaéa. The content of the inscription is particularly impor- 
tant in terms of historic data. 
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It is dated by the mentioning of Duke Stjepan, which means that it had been 
created between October 1435, when Prince Stjepan Vukcic Kosaca had ob- 
tained the title of Duke, and the first half of October 1448, when he took the 
title of Herzeg. 


RS —- Mramorje, Perucac, Bajina Basta (28) 


The necropolis is located on the Drina River high right bank in the area be- 
tween the road and the river, at the entrance to the settlement Perucac from 
the direction of Bajina Basta (12 km). There are 88 ste¢ci at the necropolis. 

The tombstones are oriented west-east with some minor deviations. They 
are arranged in regular rows. The following types stand out: slabs, gabled roof 
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tombstones with and without bases, chests with and without bases and amor- 
phous monuments. 

The tombstones are made of limestone with the surface well-dressed and 
polished with a big teethed hammer, without decoration. There are additional 
two recorded monuments in the water and seven monuments on private prop- 
erty, mostly covered with soil and unnoticeable. 

Further to the west from the medieval cemetery with stecci, there is a grave- 
yard from the 19" century, some parts of which are still used for burials. There is 
only one chest with a motif of a circle. No inscriptions have been recorded. 


RS —- Mramorje, Rastiste, Bajina Basta (29) 


The necropolis is located 7 km west of the necropolis in Perucac (28) and 19 
km from Bajina Basta. The village Rastiste can be reached through the canyon 
of the Derventa River which flows into the Perucacko jezero (lake) in the Drina 
River basin. Two necropolises with stecci, 500 meters beeline apart, are lo- 
cated north of the village church. About 500 meters to the west of the grave- 
yards with stecci, there is the local quarry Vagan where the tombstones were 
cut out in the Middle Ages. This anecdotal information was confirmed as ac- 
curate following the sedimentary petrographic analysis. The quarry is active, 
and according to the anecdotal evidence, one partially dressed unfinished 
stecak — a gabled roof tombstone with a base — has been preserved, but now 
it is hardly noticeable. 

In the area of Urosevina, 33 tombstones have been preserved: 16 gabled 
roof tombstones, 1 double chest, 12 chests, 1 slab, 2 amorphous monuments 
and 1 cylinder. The tombstones are oriented west-east, with turns to the north 
and south and arranged in rows, as well as in the north-south direction. Their 
surface was carefully carved and polished. The relief decoration was noted on 
four gabled roof tombstones: circular bulge, bow and arrow and swords. 
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The necropolis at Gajevi is cut across by the recent village road to the quarry. 
A total of 35 tombstones have been preserved: 26 chests, 2 gabled roof tomb- 
stones and 7 slabs. 

They are oriented west-east, with turns to the north and south and arranged 
in rows. Their surface was carefully carved and polished. 

The relief decoration was found on three tombstones: two chests without 
base bear the motifs of a crescent moon and a cross with three arms that end 
with a circle and a motif of a crescent moon and a circle inside the lunar bow; 
the gabled roof tombstone on a base has a plastic representation of a crescent 
moon and a circle inside the lunar bow. No inscriptions have been recorded. 


RS - Grcko groblje, Hrta, Prijepolje (30) 
The necropolis is located in the village of Hrta, 16 km southwest of Prijepolje, 
in a very mountainous region, in the direction of Gubica. The necropolis con- 
sists of Donje and Gornje groblje (Lower and Upper cemetery), 100 meters apart, 
with tombstones arranged on two mounds surrounded by a rural road and a 
creek. They are oriented east-west. 

The Gornje groblje consists of 33 tombstones: 18 chests, 12 slabs and 3 
amorphous tombstones. 

Seventeen tombstones are decorated with the following motifs: rope and 
a wavy line edging with circles, zigzag ornaments, concentrated circles, circles 
with across inside, a sword and a deer. On the sides of some larger chests, there 
are arcades in reliefs. 

The Donje groblje consists of 41 tombstones in the form of slabs. One slab 
is decorated with a motif of a cross inscribed in the circle. 

No inscriptions were recorded. 
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2.6 History and Development 


The stecci do not appear as a solitary, isolated phenomenon, but rather as part 
of an uninterrupted sepulchral continuity with the roots reaching deep into pre- 
historic times. It thus becomes clear that stecci are firmly linked to the sites origi- 
nating from older epochs — prehistoric settlements, cults and grave sites, ancient 
agglomerations and cemeteries, late antiquity and early-medieval churches. An 
important, inevitable element of this continuity is reflected in the fact that the ne- 
cropolises with stecci belong to the so-called cemeteries in rows, the emergence 
of which was an epochal change in the funeral practice of the European Middle 
Ages. This is why the emergence of stecci is manifested primarily as a particular 
phase in sublimating millennia-long funerary traditions and their transfer into 
the future starting from the tumulus and the sarcophagus to gabled roof tomb- 
stones and the cross as the final characteristic of the Christian grave in general. 


The Hystorical Context of Emergence of Stecci 


Along with their link to earlier historical periods, the stecci are also a result of 
specific historical i.e. artistic, social and economic circumstances that marked 
the Middle Ages in this part of Europe but also in the European West and the 
Byzantium. The primary interpretative context of the stecci is the region of 
South East Europe as a transition zone of the European culture characterised 
by the intertwining and mixing of Eastern and Western Christianity cultural in- 
fluences. Being marked by the inherent cultural dualism, this is a region which 
in toto does not belong to any “side”. The cultural “base” of the stecci is the vast 
area of outspread of the Slavic language as well as Glagolitic and Cyrillic liter- 
acy that stretched from the “Latin” Adriatic coast over all feudal particularisms 
deeper beyond the Drina River and further east to western Serbia. 

The Byzantine context of emergence of the stecci is viewed through sev- 
eral complex phenomena present not only in the core regions of the Byzantine 
Empire but also in the wider area of countries belonging to this cultural circle. 
One of the phenomena refers to the custom of building monumental marks 
in the form of stone sarcophagi above the graves of representatives of social 
elites, both secular and spiritual ones. More and more frequent inscriptions of 
epitaphs can be regarded as one of the specificities — although it occurred to 
a much lesser extent here than it was the case in the European West. The or- 
namental repertoire present on the sepulchral tombstones of Eastern Chris- 
tians (such as blooming crosses, arcades, rosettes, different plant motifs, etc.) 
evoking paradise settlements and symbolising the faith in future resurrection 
as well as the influence of the Cyrillo-methodian cultural and ecclesiastical heri- 
tage should be especially emphasised. 

In addition to general spiritual currents of Eastern and Western provenience 
that radically changed the perceptions of European society regarding the is- 
sue of representations of death, with the multi centennial influences of the 
Cyrillo-Methodian cultural and ecclesiastical heritage that were leaning on the 
traditions of Eastern Christianity, the emergence of stecci was also caused by 
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cultural influences of Western Christianity and the European West in general, 
spreading from the Adriatic coast (from the town communes of Kotor, Zadar 
and Split, and especially the Dubrovnik Republic) as well as the core area of the 
Hungarian state. Some of the decorative elements on stecci such as heraldic 
motifs of a shield with a sword, depictions of chivalry tournaments and hunt- 
ing occur under the influence of the West European chivalry culture and are 
confirmed by appearing in numerous pieces of Romanesque and particularly 
Gothic and even Renaissance art. On the other hand, we should not forget the 
fact that at the time of creation and development of the “stecak phenomenon’, 
political events in this region were very turbulent and intense. During the 12" 
and 13" century, the early Nemanji¢ state extended out of its core area towards 
the West and the region of today’s east Herzegovina. Shortly after, at the end of 
the 13" and beginning of the 14" century, there were recordings of the pres- 
ence of the most powerful family of medieval Croatia, the Subi¢s of Bribir, in 
today’s Herzegovina and Southwest Bosnia. The emergence of stecci on the 
territory of their current outspread was also, inter alia, determined by the politi- 
cal integration of part of the Balkan mainland and the Adriatic coast under the 
sceptre of the Hungaro-Croatian king Ludovik | (1342-1382). 

Those political and territorial processes were followed by the expansion of 
the territory of medieval Bosnia on the territories of its neighbouring countries 
— towards the south, southwest and west - by its partial influence on part of the 
Serbian nobility, the emergence of social structures complementary to west- 
ern European ones and based on the revival of the mining production by the 
German Sasi miners. Additionally, towns and urban society were restored and 
trade relations improved through mediation of Dubrovnik and other Adriatic 
communes at the time of Ban Stjepan II (1322-1353), then Ban and king Tvrtko 
| Kotromanic (1353-1391) and his heirs. 

Along with the immediate Adriatic hinterland (part of the Hungaro-Croatian 
kingdom) and the territory of the medieval Bosnia and Hum, similar processes, 
mainly related to the development of mining, crafts and trade, also took place 
from mid-13" century in the area of the medieval Serbian state. Although, in 
this territory stecci appear in smaller numbers and a more modest differentia- 
tion in forms and decorations, which corresponds to the peripheral zone of the 
stecci outspread zone (present also, for example, at the outer west territory of 
their outspread), the predominant form is that of rough-cut slab which lasts for 
a very long time as independent mark or in parallel with other more developed 
forms. Thus the emergence of stecci was determined by developed economic 
forces of the feudal society of medieval Croatia (Dalmatia), Bosnia, Hum, and 
Serbia — i.e. by the desire of individuals to confirm their reputation and power 
by external symbols on their graves. The growing change led to ideas of indi- 
vidualism, thus, the inscriptions on the stecci testify to the need for personal 
commemoration and earthly glory. A larger number of graves and cemeteries 
without stecci indicates deep class (but also political) differences in that same 
society, which means that the stecci, from the chronological aspect, followed 
the development as well as the demise of feudalism. 

In that respect, one should not forget the role that the“black death” —- plague 
played from the forties of the 14" century in European medieval art (particu- 
larly in tombstone sculpture and in grave-marking in general) and in all other 
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aspects of life. Man’s obsession with the cult of the dead, fear of the unknown 
and of finality, hope of a better life after death, but also satisfaction with earthly 
life, are fully expressed on the stecci and their reliefs and inscriptions. 

The disappearance of the medieval states in South East Europe, in the sec- 
ond half of the 15 century, led to some changes in the funeral rituals and the 
development of stecci (especially in the development of their shapes). At the 
beginning, wars with Ottoman conquerors led to the population migrating to 
the west, and by end 15" and beginning 16 century, to the end of the produc- 
tion of steéci in their “classic form” Nevertheless, certain shapes (slab, cross) 
and decorative motifs have lasted even for a significantly longer period thus 
confirming continuity as one of the basic features of the stecak phenomenon. 


Evolution of Forms 


Since stecci appear over a period of hundreds of years, the fact is that they must 
have been subject to various changes caused by artistic, social and economic 
circumstances. 

Some of those changes are reflected primarily in the evolution of forms of the 
tombstones. Today, we distinguish five basic types with variations: slab, chest, 
sliemenjak (gabled roof stecak), monumental cross and pillar. The shaping of the 
funerary monument was primarily conditioned by the preferences, needs and 
possibilities of clients, and only then by the artistic and theological comprehen- 
sion of the time and milieu. Of course, the possibilities and the style of the master 
craftsmen had to be taken into account. 

As the oldest and most widely spread, the initial form of the stecak, recumbent 
monolith — slab — is the common form of medieval tombstone in all of Europe. 
The oldest slab that may tentatively be considered a stecak is a slab dating from 
the second half of the 12" century bearing the inscription of Zupan (county 
prefect) Grd found in the vicinity of Trebinje (BA). 

The first chest-shaped stecci emerged around mid-14" century announcing the 
beginning of the mature phase of stecak art development. Along with reflections 
of ancient cultures, the emergence of this form of stecak elevated to powerful 
monumentality was influenced by antiquity sarcophagi and Romanesque art of 
the Dalmatian Littoral, and similar forms are also found on tombstones of Serbian 
rulers of the Nemanjic dynasty, following a parallel - Byzantine — line of develop- 
ment. A particular variant of this form is emphasized by the presence of the base 
to be additionally perfected as the so-called double chest on double base and 
to prepare, in the early 15 century, the emergence of the so-called high chest 
as a transitional form towards the gabled roof stecak. The oldest chest-shaped 
stecci are monuments of the feudal families of the Nikolices at Vranjevo Selo 
near Neum and the Sankovices at Biskup near Konjic. 

The most elaborate stecak form — the gabled roof stecak appeared in the early 
decades of the 15" century. The model is likely to be sought in the ancient, 
and through continuity, also in the medieval sarcophagus. However, there is an 
essential difference. Ancient and medieval sarcophagi were tombs and monu- 
ments at the same time whereas the gabled roof stecak (a kind of imitation of 
the sarcophagus) was placed over the grave solely as a monument. The change 
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occurred in the 11" and 12" century in the rulers’ funeral ceremony in Byzantium. 
It was manifested by abandoning the ancient funeral custom of laying the body 
into the sarcophagus in favour of laying the body directly into the ground and 
placing the sarcophagus over the grave, as a tombstone. The Byzantine influence 
on the phenomenon of stecci was most evident in that aspect. The question 
remains how that influence arrived to the areas where we find stecci. 

At a later, more mature stage, in mid-15" century, the form of the cross ap- 
pears carved in various forms — in its basic or anthropomorphic contours — and 
extremely rare forms of stele which imitated older antiquity forms. The emer- 
gence of the monumental cross, later called krstaca or krizina, was related to the 
changes caused by the establishment of the Ottoman Empire in those areas (the 
definitive fall of Bosnia in 1463 was taken as framework date) and the need to 
differentiate between the Christian and Muslim population. In addition to their 
grandiose size and numbers, and their integration into contemporary Catholic 
and Orthodox cemeteries, the forms and repertoire of artistic ornaments on 
these crosses classify them into a separate group of funerary monuments organi- 
cally related to the world of medieval ste¢ci as their source. 

The forms of Oriental origin — usually the so called pillar — marked the end of one 
and the beginning of a new chapter of stecak history, primarily in the territory of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Such a sample of pillar (belonging to the oldest type 
of Muslim grave markers (nisan) from the turn of the 15" to the 16 century) - 
bears the characteristic inscription “Ase lezi Skender” (Here lieth Skender) anda 
carved cross rosette (Miljusa Glavica/Fatnica — BA). Similar to this one, but more 
grandiose, is the pillar/niSan from Bakici near Olovo (BA) — about 4 meters high, 
with sides of 90 cm at the base and the top in the shape of a pyramid adorned 
with a stone sphere. Striking among the rich ornaments is a dragon-like monster, 
stylized flower, cable-cord motif and grapes. 
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Description of history and development 
for each of the 30 component parts 


BA - Radimlja, Stolac (1) 


The necropolis with stecci Radimlja is part of the historical area of the town 
of Stolac, characterized by the presence of material remains of several histori- 
cal layers. There are significant findings from prehistoric times (the site of the 
cave Badanj in Borojevici), the Illyrian-Roman period (Hellenistic town of Daor- 
son), the Middle Ages (old town of Vrsnik, Vidoski grad, church of sv. Petar and 
Pavle in OSani¢i), the Ottoman period (old bazaar, mosques — Carsijska dzamija, 
Podgradska dzamija), the Austro-Hungarian period and modern times. 

The necropolis at Radimlja represents a continuation of the tradition of buri- 
al alongside the old graves, as evidenced by a number of Illyrian tumuli nearby. 
It is closely related to the family of Hrabren Miloradovic, which lived here in the 
15" century according to historical data and the inscription on the door of the 
orthodox church of St. Peter and Paul and the inscription on the stone judge's 
chair which bears the names of Duke Stipan and Petar Miloradovic. 

During the Austro-Hungarian rule in Bosnia (1878-1918), the necropolis 
was Cut in two by the Capljina — Stolac road. In the second half of the 1940-ies 
and late 1950-ies, a test pit investigation was carried out prompting and speed- 
ing up legal protection of the site. 


BA - Grcka glavica in the village of Biskup, Konjic (2) 


The necropolis with stecciis situated next to the remains of the medieval church 
from the 14" century. This was a family church with the cemetery of the feu- 
dal clan Sankovices (in written sources Bogopanci, Drazivojevices, Miltenovices 
and Sankovices) that took the lead in the former land of Hum and that could be 
traced through the entire century, from 1306 to 1404. The necropolis is located 
along a busy commercial route connecting the settlements of the upper Neret- 
va with Nevesinje and other parts of the parish of Kom. A few minor cemeteries 
are situated in the vicinity of this necropolis, which speaks of the importance 
of this area and the village Glavaticevo which exists to this day and where the 
remains of a stone mosque from 1658 are found. 

Following the construction of a new road on the right bank of the Neretva 
River, the necropolis Biskup was eventually deserted. A small Roman Catholic 
graveyard of the Krezi¢ family from Biskup is situated in the necropolis thus 
preserving continuity of burials in the area. 

Archaeological research and conservation works on the remains of the church 
were carried out at the site from 1954 to 1955. During archaeological excava- 
tions, all the tombs inside the church and a few outside of it were explored. 

Movable archaeological material was stored in the Archaeological Depart- 
ment of the National Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 





BA - Kalufi in Krekovi, Nevesinje (3) 


Due to the impossibility of passing through the Neretva canyon from Konjic to 
Salakovac, Nevesinjsko polje (the Nevesinje field) was, from prehistoric through 
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ancient times and the Middle Ages, a very important traffic route connecting 
the Adriatic coast with the hinterland. 

A large number of prehistoric settlements of fort type with dry stone fortifica- 
tions were located along the prehistoric communication line (in Biograd, Bojista, 
Nevesinje /Jezdoska gradina/, Presjeci, Luka, Slat, Podgrade, etc.) and along access 
roads (in Jasena Runjeva glavica, Udrezanj, Trusina, Bratac, Zalom and Lukavac). 

Many of them were later developed into ancient villages, the remains of 
which were found in Udrezanj, Biograd, Zovi Do, Lukavac, Kifino Selo (Dreno- 
vik) Postoljani, Presjeci, Luka and Zaborani. 

All roads from Gatacko polje (through Zalom), Ulog and Kalinovik (across 
the Morina Mountain), Blagaj and Stolac (through Trusina) met at the spring 
Drenovik in Kifino Selo. 

In Drenovik, on both sides of Zalomak, the largest Roman settlement in 
Nevesinjsko polje developed. The presence of the Romans in these areas is evi- 
denced by numerous remains, such as the remains recorded at the necropolis 
Kalufi, on the eastern border of the necropolis. 

The following forms are represented: 1 cippus, 7 slabs with grooves, blocks 
with holes for cramps or for lead and slabs with damaged profile. No one knows 
exactly where all those pieces were brought from or to what kind of buildings 
they belonged. Ancient origin could be determined by the precise work and 
Roman measures. 

The Chronicle of the Priest of Duklja contains a reference to the Zupa (county) 
of Nevesinje (Netusigne, Netusini) that belonged to Podgorje, all of which was a 
part of Hum, later Herzegovina. In the oldest officially kept documents of the Du- 
brovnik Notary Service and Office from 1278, there was a reference to the slave 
trade from various Bosnian and Herzegovinian towns, including Nevesinje. 

Nevesinje is mentioned in the Dubrovnik documents as a county until 1429, 
when it is first mentioned as a town. 

During the period of trade with the Republic of Dubrovnik, Nevesinje was 
located on an important route from the coast towards Sarajevo; therefore, 
customs services were placed there. From 1303 to 1306, the county of Neves- 
inje was headed by Konstantin Nemanjic, son of Serbian King Milutin. At that 
time, Duke Poznan Purci¢é appeared on the scene of history. At a later stage, 
in 1327, he was a witness, along with his brothers, to the charters of Stjepan II 
Kotromanic, with the title ‘Duke and Head of the County of Zagorje and Neves- 
inje. He was also a subject of King Dusan. The Purcices were a noble family that 
crossed to the Bosnian side when they started penetrating into the Neretva 
valley. At that time, in 1391, an isolated case was recorded of a local man from 
Nevesinje becoming a citizen of Dubrovnik. 

Since 1347, when they fell under the Bosnian rule during the reign of Ban 
Stjepan Il Kotromanic¢, especially in the first half of the 15‘ century, the places 
of Nevesinjsko polje were often mentioned in the Dubrovnik documents: Konac 
polje, Svileno and Nevesigne Nevesigne de Tucepe, campo de Nevesigne, 
Nevesinje in Postolach. Data arise in relation to looting, profession, selling 
slaves or small and individual transportation of goods. From late 14" century 
to 1404, the Sankovices ruled over Nevesinje. 

After the fall of the Sankovic family in 1404, Sandalj Hrani¢ expanded his au- 
thority to that area. He resided in Nevesinje in 1404, when he introduced cus- 
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toms duties in Konac polje. Already in the first decade of the 15 century, the 
whole county was called Nevesinje while the town of Nevesinje was mentioned 
in the Dubrovnik archive files only in 1429. In 1435, there was also a reference to 
the county seat — the fort of Vjenacac (Vinacac) with outskirts. Podbiograd, the 
suburbia of the town of Biograd in the county of Nevesinje, had been mentioned 
even earlier and more frequently, but it was referred to as a village. Vinacac was 
situated above the village. The town of Vjenacac was mentioned among the 
properties of Duke Stjepan in the charters from 1444, 1448 and 1454. 

The Ottomans occupied Nevesinje between 1465 and 1466. Until 1468, 
Nevesinje bordered the region of Duke Vlatko that ended somewhere in Trusina, 
while Nevesinjsko polje was under the Ottoman rule. Duke (vojvoda) Husein from 
Nevesinje is mentioned in a document of the Dubrovnik archives from 1469. 

The Name list of sandjak vilayet Herzegovina for the years 1468 -1469 con- 
tained many places in the area of Nevesinjsko polje known from the Middle 
Ages or including necropolises with steéci: Zivanj, Seljani, Krusevljani, Luka, Klju- 
ni, Kovacici, Bijenja, Postoljani, Bojiste, Nevesinje, Ziljevo, Canje, Rast, Biograd, 
Bratac, Drezanj, Grabovica, Podgrade, Slato and Udbina. Krekovi was not includ- 
ed, even though it was the largest necropolis with stecci in Nevesinjsko polje 
and the second largest in the entire area of stecci outspread. The necropolis was 
explored between 1964 and 1966 and the findings were published in 1972. Two 
stecci were transported to the Military Museum in Belgrade in 1960. No restora- 
tion and conservation works have been carried out. 


BA - Borak in the village of Burati, Rogatica (4) 


The oldest findings pointing to the signs of life in the Municipality of Rogatica 
date back to the period B.C. when the area had been inhabited by the Illyrian 
tribe of Autariatae. The monuments of material culture from the prehistoric 
period in the Rogatica area are forts and grave mounds. The Illyrian civiliza- 
tion was followed by the antique one created by Roman conquest of these 
territories. There is not enough data to elucidate the political, social and eco- 
nomic conditions of the region throughout the Middle Ages. This gap can be 
largely reconstructed with the help of material culture. There was a settlement 
In Rogatica in the Middle Ages, as may be concluded from two important 
facts: the old medieval route from Dubrovnik to Srebrenica, passing precisely 
through Rogatica, and substructures of the fortification still existing in the vi- 
cinity of the town. 

The above Dubrovnik route was very travelled over several centuries. Ac- 
cording to the documents from the Dubrovnik Archives, Rogatica was known 
in the 14" and 15" century as the centre of a rich cattle-breeding area from 
where Dubrovnik imported cattle. In the 14 and 15" century, Rogatica was 
closely connected to another town, the fort of Borac, and its rulers Radinovices 
and Pavlovices, who in the 15" century ruled over the whole area from the 
spring of the Bosna River to the Drina River, including the square in Rogatica. 
During the first years of the Turkish rule, the Rogatica square was called Borac 
(Bazaar Borac) after this town. Podrinje (the Drina River basin) was divided 
into the estates of two aristocratic families, the Pavlovices and the Kosaéas. 
In parallel with the rise and strengthening of these families, their forts were 





192 2. Description 


multiplying and grouping around the Drina River or its tributaries. There were 
never any archaeological excavations of the site. However, the importance of 
the site lies in the fact there are several other necropolises with stecci in the 
vicinity of the site. 


BA - Maculje, Novi Travnik (5) 


The necropolis with steéci Maculje is located along the route of the former Ro- 
man road that led from Skopljansko polje to the valley of the Lasva River. That 
road passed from Gornji Vakuf and Podgrade, through the Bistrica valley over 
the Brezovaca mountains and OStra Glavica, Opare, Bistro and Duboko to Gorn- 
ja Vecerinska. From that point, the road split into two directions: one section 
went through Veliki MosSunj to Mali MoSunj and the other one through Donja 
Vecerinska to Vitez. 

More than 50 necropolises with ste¢ci dating from the 14" and 15" century 
were noted in this area, as well as the medieval towns of Torican, Travnik, Bosni¢ 
or Skaf and Vrbenac grad. At the serpentine in Okretnji near Zagrlj, there is an- 
other necropolis with ste¢ci, including the preserved traces of artificial works 
- retaining wall, curbs and paving. 

The medieval county of Lasva covered the area of today’s municipalities of 
Busovaéa, Vitez, Novi Travnik and Travnik. It was under the administration of 
Bosnian bans (governors), and later, from 1377, under the reign of kings. It was 
probably largely populated and the main activity was agriculture. 

Despite its large size and importance, there are not many historical docu- 
ments about the county of Lasva, relating to the period of the Middle Ages. The 
county was first mentioned in the charter of Hungarian King Bela IV in 1244, 
in which a place “by the three churches” was referred to as part of the Bosnian 
Diocese. 

Archaeological research has not been done 

Monumental crosses represent a special form of these grandiose crosses 
found near Travnik, Novi Travnik and Zenica, which do not have their analogues 
in the areas of stecci. They represent a unique form of underdeveloped monu- 
mental crosses. Except for Maculje, the known necropolises with monumental 
crosses (anthropomorphic tombstones that are reminiscent of a cross — de- 
clared a national monument) are also situated in the same municipality: ne- 
cropolis near the village of OraSac, necropolis Kaurlas in Zagrlj, necropolis with 
stecci, anthropomorphic tombstones which resemble the cross, and tumulus 
SebeSi¢ (where continuity of burials was recorded). 


BA - Dugo polje at Blidinje, Jablanica (6) 


The site Dugo Polje has been inhabited since prehistoric times. At the site Bar- 
zonja, the remains of open prehistoric settlements were discovered. At the site 
Podjelinak, there is a prehistoric fort, a small settlement (50 x 25 meters), where 
pieces of earthenware and grindstones were found, probably dating from the 
Bronze and Iron Ages. At the site Sesarusa, the remnants of prehistoric ruins (85 
x 85 meters) and a Roman fortification abounded in archaeological material 
pointing to the Bronze, Iron and Roman periods. 
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Three cairns: the Snake cairn next to the main road, another cairn in Risovac 
and a third one near the village of OraSac, most probably represented road 
signs, judging by their position and appearance, of a road passing through 
here in the Roman period. 

Historical information on the region from the medieval period is scarce. 
From 1325, Blidinje had been part of the medieval Bosnian state ruled by the 
Kotromanic dynasty. In 1357, it was given, together with western Hum, to the 
Hungarian King Ludovik | as a dowry for his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Duke 
Stjepan II Kotromanic. After the death of King Ludovik, the area was regained 
by the medieval Bosnian state, under which it remained until 1463. 

The medieval county of Dreznica covered the valley of Drezanka, Cvrsnica 
and Blidinje and surrounding fields. During the reign of Duke and King Tvrtko 
| Kotromanic, Duke Mastan Bubanji¢ lived in his palace in Dreznica. He had his 
estate in Blidinje in the 14 century — Masna luka, where he and his sons were 
engaged in cattle breeding. That was inscribed in Cyrillic on a solid rock in Don- 
ja Drzenica in the 14" century. 

The necropolises with stecci, situated along the main road connecting Blid- 
inje with Duvanjsko polje and Doljanska kotlina, prove that the area was pop- 
ulated in the medieval period. Blidinje includes other necropolises: Risovac, 
Ponor, Jezero, Donje Bare and Barzonja. 

In later periods, especially during industrialization, the population migrated 
to other, mainly urban, areas, leaving those regions uninhabited. 





BA — Gvozno, Kalinovik (7) 


The surroundings of Kalinovik and the Kalinovik villages have not been suffi- 
ciently explored in terms of archaeology. Nevertheless, numerous remains of 
forts and settlements in the areas of Kalinovik, Bozenova glava, Jasen, Vrhov- 
ina, Hotovije, Kutine, Dobro Polje, Koriljevo, Gradac, Jelasca, Sivolji, Jazici, 
Viaholje and Gvozno, indicate that the area had been inhabited even in the 
prehistoric period. Gradac in Gvozno is a prehistoric fort where archaeologi- 
cal material from the Bronze and Iron Ages was found by applying the meth- 
od of archaeological survey in 1953. The sites from the ancient period were 
found in several places, especially the remains of a road network linking the 
Bosnian trading and mining settlements with Hum, Dubrovnik and the coast. 
Remnants of Roman roads are visible in the villages of Jazici, Mosorovici and 
Bukvica. Those routes were secured by military camps and there was no evi- 
dence of a developed economy there. It is assumed that a small number of 
inhabitants lived from cattle breeding. Since ancient times, the farmers, who 
had come from the lowland of Herzegovina, visited the south-western part 
of the mountain. In addition to livestock, people of Gvozno also engaged in 
mountain farming. In the Middle Ages, the area became largely populated, 
and the main occupations were farming and trade. As the centre of the coun- 
ty of Zagorje, the medieval village of Kucevo was first mentioned in 1180. In 
the Middle Ages, Zagorje stretched from Dobro Polje to the upper Neretva 
and the old county of Viseva with the town Veletin. The county belonged to 
Bosnia, which was confirmed by the existence of a customs office of Duke 
Sandalj Hrani¢ Kosaéa in 1406. In the charters of Aragon and Naples King Al- 
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fonso V from 1444 and 1445, Valentin and Obalj were mentioned as fortified 
towns in Zagorje. In the Kalinovik area, there are remains of other two forti- 
fled towns, near the villages of Ljusici and Bojici. 

A dynamic life during the Middle Ages is evidenced by a number of necrop- 
olises with many decorated tombstones, some of them with inscriptions. Their 
number and type have been noted in research studies, but archaeological in- 
vestigations have not been carried out. 

From 1954 to 1956, within the programme of the National Institute for Pro- 
tection of Cultural Monuments of the People’s Republic of Bosnia and Herze- 
govina, the data related to the necropolises with stecci around Kalinovik were 
recorded and processed. The necropolises have not been subject to archaeo- 
logical research. 


BA - Grebnice, Radmilovica Dubrava, Baljci village, Bileca (8) 


The first traces of human culture and civilization in the Municipality of Bileca 
date from the New Stone Age (Neolithic), as evidenced by archaeological 
sites still insufficiently explored. 

The administrative and economic centre of the area during the period of 
the Roman Empire was located in the village of Panik, in the TrebiSnjica River 
valley, known in literature as Leusinium. Across the Trebisnjica River, close to 
Leusinium, there was a bridge with a preserved inscription indicating that 
the bridge had been rebuilt during the reign of the Flavians from 79 to 84, 
which also represented the first written source in the Municipality. 

The first reference to Bileca as a town may be found in the Dubrovnik ar- 
chive documents from 1286, under the name Bilechia. In the same source 
and under the same name, Bileca was also mentioned in the 14 century as 
an important crossroad of medieval caravan routes. In the immediate vicinity 
of Bileca, there are remains of the medieval fortified town of Toric, which had 
reportedly belonged to the family Pavlovices in the 15" century. Bileca fell 
under the Ottoman rule in 1466. 

The necropolis with stecci Grebnice was built on prehistoric tumulus, 
which marked the continuity of burials in the area. Archaeological research 
has not been conducted. 

In addition to this necropolis dating from the 13" and 16" century, there 
are others that have been preserved. Thus, over 1 700 stecci have been reg- 
istered up to date. 


BA - Bijaca, Ljubuski (9) 

A Roman road that ran along the river basin of Trebizat, Mlada and Tihaljina 
represented a part of the Salona — Narona coastal main road. The road led 
to Imotsko polje from Narona over Bijaca, Humac, Klobuk, through the valley 
Tihaljina, and from there to Lovre¢, Trilj and Salona. 

Two fragments of milestones with incomplete descriptions were discov- 
ered in Bijaca. The plains around Ljubuski, Kutac, Zlicine, Hrasljan and Humac 
were densely populated in Roman times, as evidenced by numerous finds (the 
remains of Roman buildings and other finds from that period). Humac near 
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Ljubuski, is known for its numerous remains pointing to the fact that there was 
a military camp in the 1* century, probably in the Augustan period. 

The settlements in the area of today’s Ljubuski belonged to Paganija (the 
Neretva Krajina) in the 10" century. In the same century, Zahumlje (Hum) 
stretched between Dubrovnik and the Neretva River, and, at a later stage, its 
boundaries were extended to the Neretva River right bank reaching even the 
Cetina River. 

According to Grgur Barski (the file Sclavorum Regnum), the county of 
Velika (Veljci) covered the Ljubuski area - the villages of Grab, Orahovlje, 
Grabovnik, Veljci, Klobuk, Vitina and Ljubuski as well as the whole area east- 
wards towards Studenci where it bordered with the Luka county, somewhere 
between Studenci and the village of Trebizat. Towards the Luka county, it 
included the present-day villages of Stubica, Zviri¢i and Bijaca and, in that 
direction, from Ljubuski towards the Neretva valley, it reached the Luka coun- 
ty, somewhere between Bijaca and the village of Pruda, which was part of 
Luka. On the right bank of the Trebizat River, it included today’s villages of 
VaSsarovici, Crveni Grm, Hardomilje, the area of Jezerac, today’s Rastovacko 
polje with Orah and the neighbouring villages on the Dalmatian side. The 
centre of the county was located in the area of the village of Grab and it was 
established by mid-12" century at the latest. 

In the county of Velika (Veljci), there was the town of Ljubuski with a fort. 
In addition to the name Lubussa, there were other names for Ljubuski in the 
Middle Ages, such as Lubischi, Liubischi and Lublano. 

The National Museum in Sarajevo began, in the 1950-ies, a systematic 
study of necropolises with tombstones in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Thus, a 
detailed description of the necropolis Bijaéa has been provided. 

In the area of Ljubuski, 214 tombstones were registered at seven necrop- 
olises, of which 88 slabs, 78 chests, 1 chest with a base, 9 sarcophagi and 
48 slabs and chests that were not individually described. Of 176 described 
tombstones, half of them are slabs, many are chests, while there are relatively 
few tombstones of sarcophagus type, but they are artistically decorated bet- 
ter than the others. Of 176 tombstones, 81 are decorated, of which 33 with 
the symbol of the cross, which came to the fore especially in Gornji Studenci. 
Decorative motifs on cemeteries with stecci of the Ljubuski area are as fol- 
lows: a shield with a sword, human figures with anthropomorphic decoration, 
a twisted rope and band, crescent, rosettes, trefoil tendrils, a wheel dance, a 
spiral motif, scenes of hunting, falcons and a tournament. 





BA - Olovci, Kladanj (10) 


There are not many historical data about the settlement of Kladanj. In the 
early feudalism, at the time of functioning of the entire county system, the 
Drinjaca River basin, which had originally included Kladanj, consisted of 
a single county named Birac. Judging by the name Kladanj, this is an area 
which became a landed estate very early due to being relatively isolated 
from other units. 

There are no detailed data about Kladanj in written sources from the late 
Middle Ages. It is known that Kladanj was a caravan station in the hills and 
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it was at the boundaries (in metis) of Osor. The whole area of the Municipal- 
ity abounds in stecci. The Kladanj stecci belong to one of four stonemasons’ 
workshops that were active in eastern Bosnia, which, according to some com- 
mon characteristics of the stecci, could be located between Kladanj, Olovo and 
llijas. Judging by decorative motifs, inscriptions and the presence of upright 
stecci (pillars), they may be roughly dated from the 14" to the 16" century. 

The specific feature of Kladanj is an abundance of natural phenomena, 
especially caves, which were used by the local population to perform re- 
ligious rites. The best known is so called Djevojacka pecina (Maid’s Cave), 
where the walls have motifs very similar to the motifs on stecci. There have 
been no archaeological excavations at the necropolis in Olovci. 


BA — Mramor in Musici, Olovo (11) 


Growth and historical development of the area were determined by the abun- 
dance of ores and minerals. The old lead mine has been known since the time 
of Roman rule in Pannonia, Dalmatia and Illyria. 

In the seventies of the 14 century mining in Bosnia develops intensively, 
at which time the work in the Olovo mine is revived. In the Middle Ages, the 
settlement of Olovo was established with the town named Olovac. The mine 
Kamenica is closely associated with Olovo and it was mentioned in the Du- 
brovnik documents in 1376. 

Olovo was first mentioned in 1382 under the name “Olovo Plumbum’, and 
the name “citta de Piombo” was mentioned in 1415. 

In the near and wider surroundings of Olovo, there are a large number of 
necropolises with stecci. Apart from the necropolis in Musici, there are also ne- 
cropolises in Slavanj, Krizevci and Boganovici. 

The whole ornamental system at the Olovo necropolises points to a special 
art school which had its own principles of decoration and its own way of de- 
signing ornamented surfaces. 

In the 1950-ies the National Museum in Sarajevo began a systematic study 
of necropolises with stecci in Bosnia and Herzegovina which included record- 
ing of the Olovo necropolises. There have been no archaeological excavations. 


BA - Stare kuce, Donje Breske, Tuzla (12) 


The necropolis with stecci is located near the town of Tuzla. The entire area is 
characterized by a rich history and material remains from prehistoric times to 
the present day. Archaeological material and fragments of pottery found in the 
Tuzla area testify to the existence of a Neolithic settlement, while the Roman 
period is evidenced by the name of “To Salines’”, which means salt. 

In the Middle Ages, today’s area of Tuzla belonged to the old Bosnian coun- 
ty of Soli and based on the Constantine Porphyrogenitus’ writings, the town of 
Salines was a part of the then medieval Serbian state. 

The county of Soli first came under Ottoman rule in 1460, simultaneously 
with the fall of Srebrenica and Zvornik. However, after the counterattack by the 
Hungarians in 1464, the area fell under Hungarian rule. The Ottoman Empire 
regained its rule in the area in 1512. 
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The site Donje Breske has not been archaeologically explored. Several ne- 
cropolises with stecci of the same type are found in the vicinity of the site. 


BA — KuCarin in Hrancici, Gorazde (13) 


The first known traces of a settlement in Gorazde and its vicinity point, on the 
basis of archaeological research, to the early Stone Age (Neolithic period of 2300 
B.C.). In the later period, the region was inhabited by the Illyrian tribe Autariatae. 
There was a settlement in the area of today’s Gorazde in Roman times. 

The Drina River area (Gornje Podrinje — Upper Drina Valley) was mentioned 
by the Priest of Duklja in mid-12"™ century. Since then, its great significance can 
be traced, whether it was within the Serbian or the Bosnian state. In 1373, the 
area came under the Bosnian rule, when Bosnian Ban Tvrtko |, by an agreement 
with Prince Lazar, defeated and divided the property of the Serbian prefect 
Nikola Altomanovic. 

Gorazde was a famous medieval market town held by the feudal family of 
the Hranices-Kosa€as. In written sources, it was first mentioned in 1376. 

The Drina River area included the counties of Bistrica, Govz, Osanica, 
Gorazde, Pribud and Piva. The Osanica County belonged to the village Kosaca, 
which was, according to some scholars, the home land of the powerful Kosaca 
family. The rise of the Kosacas began during the time of Vlatko Vukovic, a gen- 
eral of King Tvrtko |, and continued under Duke Sandalj Hrani¢ (1392-1435). 

After Duke Sandalj Hranic’s death in 1435, Stjepan-Vukcic Kosaca took pow- 
er and ruled over the area until his death in 1466. In 1448, he gained the title 
of herzeg, after which the entire area, including Hum and Primorje, was named 
Herzegovina. In 1454, herzeg Stjepan built a Serbian Orthodox Church temple 
in Donja Sopotnica dedicated to St. George. 

There are a large number of necropolises with stecci in the area. There have 
been no archaeological research at the necropolis in Hrancici and, as a result, 
there is no information about the time of its founding or its builders. 





BA - Boljuni, Stolac (14) 


The necropolis is located in the hamlet of Boljuni, near the historic site of Stolac, 
in an area with a lot of traces from the prehistoric period (fort and tumuli). In the 
vicinity of the necropolis, there is the site of Crkvina from the Late Antique pe- 
riod as well as the remains of an early medieval cemetery. 

Thanks to a large number of inscriptions — 20 in total — the necropolis can 
be dated to the second half of the 15" century. The necropolis includes a burial 
place of the members of the group Boljuni — Vladisali¢, who belonged to Donji 
Vlasi (Lower Vlachs). Some of them are historically documented. Several stecci 
contain the signatures of stonemason Grubac, known for his artistic expres- 
sion and motifs, of dijak (scribe) Semorad and others (masters Mili¢, Zelija and 
Dragisa as well as dijaci Radoje and Vuk). It is believed that Boljuni were an 
important stonemasonry and art centre, and one of the main centres of epi- 
graphic literacy. 

According to the number of stecci, it is assumed that the burials began in 
the second half of the 14" century and lasted until early 16" century. 
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There were two quarries near the necropolis from where the stone used to 
carve stecci was transported. Next to the necropolis, there is the Neves well, called 
‘Greek well’ by local residents. In May 1957 and July and August 1958, archaeologi- 
cal excavations were carried out and the necropolis was landscaped in 1959. 


BA - Dolovi in the village of Umoljani, Trnovo (15) 


The village of Umoljani, along with the villages of Sabic, Kramari, Lukavac, Brda 
and Malesici, are located on the upper Rakitnica River right bank. Archaeologi- 
cal survey has been carried out in some settlements and pointed to traces of 
the prehistoric period. Many of the settlements have preserved their medieval 
names until today. The prehistoric site of Gradina is located on the hill above 
Umoljani katun settlement (shepherd settlement). 

In the late Middle Ages, the area from the Rakitnica River in the east and 
to the Tresanica River in the west belonged to the administrative district of 
Cresnjevo within the Neretva county, which was, at the beginning of the 15" 
century, divided by the Neretva River into the Bosnian and the Herzegovinian 
part on the left bank that belonged to the land of Hum, later Herzegovina, i.e. 
to the regional rulers of the Kosaca family. The area of the south-east part of 
Bjelasnica, at the eastern border of the county of Cresnjevo, was apparently 
settled by the Vlach population (Vlach — katunari) who were engaged in cattle 
breeding. Toponomastic material of BjelaSnica — Vlahinja (two Bjelasnica sites), 
Vlasceta and Katun in Tusili, Donji Kramari (Lower Kramari) and Gornji Kramari 
(Upper Kramari), Vlasko groblje (Viach cemetery) in Lukomir — also supports 
the above argument. In the area of the upper Rakitnica River, where Sabici is 
located, traces of a municipal organisation may be detected by toponomastics. 
The village-municipality consisted of a small group of clan-based villages. 

The political function of the municipality was carried out in the town-fortifi- 
cation. There is the height “Grad” (town) above Lukavac which was likely estab- 
lished by the village municipality. In the late Middle Ages, there were evident 
aspirations towards each territorial and political unit having its own town. Such 
fortifications were simply called “Grad” (town) without any detailed designa- 
tions. A place name Varda, present in the villages of Umoljani, Tusili and Sabi¢i, 
indicated an organised military and police service of such units. 

The municipally also hada common cult. Later centres of Jamaat witha mosque 
often corresponded to medieval municipal cult centres. It seems that Umoljani 
was a religious centre of that rural municipality and it remained as such. This is 
evidenced by the cite Crikvina (church) located between Umoljani and Sabic, as 
well as a mosque in Umoljani. There is a place name lIgriste in the same village, one 
of the names associated with cult places of pre-Christian cult, which were usually 
located in the settlements with churches, but not in the vicinity of churches. 

Karl Patsch noted an anecdotal story that had been told by the villagers 
of Umoljani on the existence of the church beneath the village, at the place 
called Crikvina. K. Patsch noted at the site that “carved stones jutted from the 
wasteland”. The existence of the building foundation / old church was recorded 
by P. Andelic and S. BeSlagi¢. The existence of the church on the site is also sup- 
ported by the fact that Umoljani was a cult centre in the Middle Ages for the 
neighbouring villages of Tusila and Sabi¢i. 
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In the Summary List of sandjak of Bosnia from 1468-1469, a part of the vil- 
lage of Umoljani, with 31 households, was registered as part of the reserve 
soldiers of Neretva. The village of Umoljani was mentioned in the census of 
1488-1489, the census of the Klis sandjak from 1550 and the census from 1574. 
There is a mosque in the village, at least 200 years old. 


BA - Luburi¢a polje, Sokolac (16) 


The settling of the area of Glasinacko polje (Glasinac field) started in the pre- 
historic period and has lasted to this day given that Glasinac represented the 
intersection of important roads which throughout history have been connect- 
ing the valleys of the Bosna and the Drina Rivers. Over 50 prehistoric forts and 
more than 1200 tumuli, concentrated in groups, have been recorded so far 
in Glasinacko polje. The oldest finds date back to the Illyrian tribe Autariatae, 
which, according to archaeologists and modern historians, lived in south-east- 
ern Bosnia, south-western Serbia and northern Montenegro, or in the territory 
where an extremely significant group from the late Iron Age was identified, 
named Glasinacka. That group reached its peak from mid-7" to mid-5" cen- 
tury BC, judging by the settlements, graves and a large number of movable 
items, weapons, pottery, jewellery, bronze imported potery, etc. 

A large number of medieval necropolises with stecci have been registered 
in the area, which was built on burial mounds or next to them. It proves that the 
area was largely populated at that time and that there was historical continuity 
of burials. In addition to the necropolis with ste¢ci in Luburica polje, there are 
necropolises on the sites of Talin, Laze, Kusace, Cavorine and Potpecine. 

A large number of tumuli were investigated and the oldest ones date back 
to the early Bronze period. Archaeological explorations have been conducted 
at the forts of Kusaca, Kosutica, Kadic brdo, \liak and Loznik. 

During the Middle Ages, those areas were part of the county Mokro-Gla- 
sinac, which included Glasinacka ravan from the old county of Olovo and the 
county of Pale from the basin of the Paljanska Miljacka River. Those counties 
and the neighbouring Praca belonged to the Pavlovic land. 

During the period of Ottoman rule, more precisely in the 15 and 16" 
century, the area was in the vilayet Pavle, and in nahiya (administrative unit) 
of Olovo. At the end of the 16 century, a new kadiluk (sub-division of Otto- 
man Empire — territory of judge or kadi) Birac (Vlasenica), including Knezina 
with the surrounding area, was established. Numerous necropolises with 
nisan tombstones have been preserved from that period. In the 20" century, 
a road was built next to the necropolis, which divided Luburica polje into 
two parts. 

This whole area was explored already at the end of the 19" century. Inves- 
tigation of the forts and tumuli in the area were conducted in 1886-1891. Re- 
search continued throughout the 20" century. 





BA — Potkuk in Bitunja, Berkovici (17) 


The village of Bitunja was mentioned in the documents of the Dubrovnik Ar- 
chives from 1442 in connection with the cattle raiding by twelve men led by 
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Grgur Simrakovic. The people of nobleman Peter Simrakovi¢ were involved ina 
robbery in 1449, together with people from Bitunja. 

The area of Bitunja belonged to the medieval county of Dubrava, which 
bordered with the counties of Dabar, Popovo, Zaba, Luke and Veéeri¢. The 
county of Dubrava was mentioned in the Dubrovnik document of 13 Octo- 
ber 1285 and subsequently in several documents from 1405, 1406, 1443, 1444 
and 1449. Gornja Bitunja (Zabrde) is located near the south-east border of the 
county and is connected with Ljubinje via a mountain road. It is not known 
whether the Simrakoviées as a noble estate-owning family from the neigh- 
bouring county of Zaba had some possessions in Bitunja. The documents from 
the period around 1470 contained no direct information about the settlement 
of Bitunja. However, combined with the inscriptions on the tombstones, they 
provide much information about the Donji Vlasi (Lower Vlachs) from the area 
of Stolac, Ljubinje and Bileca municipalities. 

In the Tax list of sandjaks in the vilayet of Herzegovina from the 1475-1477 
period, Bitunja was mentioned as a winter resort in the Jamaat of Herak, son of 
Radonja as well as a winter resort of the Jamaat of Duran, son of Vladislav with 
16 homes in Blagaj kadiluk. 

The stecci at Zabrde last over a relatively long period. There used to be a 
church at the necropolis Zakuk surrounded by nine stecci. There are no data 
about the time of erection of this church. Judging by the layout of stecci around 
the church, it may be concluded that the church had already been built at the 
time when the necropolis was active in the 14" and 15" century. 

The necropolis Potkuk has more than 200 tombstones, some of which are 
decorated. We can assume that this was the necropolis of a larger community. 
The necropolis Baba is specific given its famous decorative motifs present at 
the necropolises throughout Eastern Herzegovina, especially the tall chests 
narrow at the bottom and decorated with arcades. Baba was probably a family 
necropolis, like the one in Lokve. It is difficult to establish, by decorations or 
shapes, the chronology of the necropolises, given that none of them has mon- 
umental crosses, but they have carved crosses and shields. At the beginning of 
the 1960-ies, stecci were recorded in the Stolac area, and all four necropolises 
in Gornja Bitunja (Upper Bitunja) were recorded. No research or conservation 
works have been carried out. 


BA - Mramorje in Bud, Pale (18) 


The area covered by the Municipality of Pale was partially settled, probably 
from the early prehistoric period. The archaeological finds from the Neolithic 
period are very rare. There are more prehistoric finds from the Iron Age relating 
to the findings of fort type. 

The area has always been a major communication link between the Sara- 
jevo valley and the Drina River. Two important ancient communication routes 
passed through the Pale area, the remains of which have been partially pre- 
served, as well as the remains of Roman buildings in the villages of MioSici 
and lliak, interesting samples of Greek ceramics and valuable numismatic 
finds of Greek origin from the famous ancient shopping settlement of Apol- 
lonia and Dyrrachion (Durres) from the 2"? century BC. This shows the impor- 
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tance and the value of the area in antiquity. Considerably more archaeologi- 
cal finds originate from the Middle Ages. In the late Middle Ages (14 and 15" 
century), the Pale area belonged to the noble clan of the Pavlovices that had 
owned two, and possibly three fortified towns (Pavlovac at Praca, Gradina in 
Gornje Pale and Hodidjed above the rivers Paljanska Miljacka and Mokranjska 
Miljacka). 

A very lively trade between local people and Dubrovnik took place in this 
area with the town of Praca, which played an important mediating role in 
the lead trade, as the main trading centre. With the fall of Bosnia under the 
Ottoman rule (1463), the Pavlovices’ area was divided into 11 nahiyas. The 
entire area was named vilayet Pavli by the Ottomans, by the name of earlier 
rulers Pavlovices. 

The necropolis with stecci Mramorje in Bud is a newly discovered necropo- 
lis. Therefore, no scientific papers have been published nor has any archaeo- 
logical research been carried out. 


BA - Beéani, Sekovici (19) 


The area of Sekovici has been inhabited since ancient times and it has been very 
active in terms of culture and communications. Important routes connecting 
the area east of the Drina River and central Bosnia passed through the area since 
antiquity. A number of toponyms such as Kastielja (Castle), Grada (town), Gra- 
dine or Crikvina (church) testify to this. These are located near the famous ortho- 
dox Lomnica monastery. Some of them still have strong masonry structures. 

Archaeological excavations of the remains and other medieval monuments 
have not been conducted to this day. Due to the lack of scientific data, it may 
only be noted that those were populated areas with a significant activity in the 
past, but no concrete time-specific events and changes nor any older places 
of worship may be determined. At that time, a very important communica- 
tion line in the area linked the Drinjaca River valley over Vlasenica with Central 
Bosnia. Numerous necropolises with stecci, some of them decorated with the 
vine motif, are testaments to intensive medieval life. Until the end of the 17" 
century, Sekovici had been relatively densely populated. Then military ransack- 
ing or diseases waned and nearly exterminated the old inhabitants instead of 
which new ones came from Herzegovina representing the largest part of to- 
day’s population. 





BA — Mramor in Vrbica, Foca (20) 


This area (narrow geographic area of Borje, Kunovo, Potpec, Velenici) had been 
inhabited even in prehistoric times as evidenced by several prehistoric tumuli 
that were discovered in 1889, including the bronze objects that were com- 
pletely analogue to the findings from the same period in Glasinac. 

A chest was discovered in one tumulus, made up of fine river slate. Pieces of 
scattered and half-burnt skeletons were found in the chest on a bed of smaller 
river pebbles and fine slate, along with, a fragment of a triple edged stone knife 
next to those remains. In the course of archaeological excavations in this area 
carried out in mid-20" century, the presence of several sites with remnants of 
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ancient and medieval religious buildings and adjacent cemeteries were noted. 
On that occasion, five late antique tombstones were found. 

The name of the site — Crkvina (church) — indicates the possible existence of 
a religious building, but its remains were not found. Burials in this region con- 
tinued in the Middle Ages and lasted until the 1930-ies. 


BA - Cengiéa Bara, Kalinovik (21) 


The surroundings of Kalinovik and Kalinovik villages have not been sufficiently 
archaeologically explored. Yet numerous remains of fortifications and settle- 
ments in the areas of Kalinovik, Bozenova glava, Jasen, Vrhovina, Hotovlje, Ku- 
tine, Dobro Polje, Koriljevo, Gradac, Jelasca, Sivolji, Jazici, Vlaholje and Gvozno, 
indicate that the area had been inhabited even in prehistoric times. Gradac in 
Gvozno is a prehistoric fort where, by method of archaeological field survey in 
1953, archaeological material from the Bronze and Iron Ages was found. The 
sites from antiquity were found in several places, especially the remains of a 
road network connecting Bosnian trading and mining settlements with Hum, 
Dubrovnik and the coast. The remains of Roman roads are visible in the villages 
of Jazici, Mosorovici and Bukvica. Those routes were guarded by military camps 
and there is no other evidence of a developed economy there. It is assumed 
that a small number of inhabitants lived from cattle breeding. Since ancient 
times, the farmers, who would come from the lowland of Herzegovina, visited 
the south-western part of the mountain. In addition to livestock, the inhabit- 
ants of Gvozno also engaged in mountain farming. In the Middle Ages, the area 
became largely populated, and the main occupations were trade and cattle 
breeding. As the centre of the Zagorje County, the medieval village of Kucevo 
was first mentioned in 1180. In the Middle Ages, Zagorje stretched from Dobro 
Polje (Good field) to the upper Neretva River and the old Viseva County with the 
city of Veletin. The county belonged to Bosnia, which is confirmed by the exis- 
tence of a customs office of Duke Sandalj Hrani¢ Kosaéa in 1406. In the charters 
of Aragon and Naples King Alfonso V from 1444 and 1445, Valentin and Obalj 
were mentioned as fortified towns in Zagorje. In the Kalinovik area, there are 
remains of other two fortified towns, near the villages of Ljusici and Bojici. 

A dynamic life during the Middle Ages is evidenced by a number of necrop- 
olises with many decorated tombstones, some of them with inscriptions. Their 
number and type have been noted in research studies, but archaeological in- 
vestigations have not been carried out. 

From 1954 to 1956, within the programme of the National Institute for Protec- 
tion of Cultural Monuments of People’s Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the 
information about the necropolises with stecci around Kalinovik were noted and 
processed. The necropolises have not been subject to archaeological survey. 


BA - Ravanjska vrata, Kupres (22) 


Due to the harsh climate, this region is unsuitable for permanent human habi- 
tation. However, the material remains in various places throughout the Kupres 
plateau represent very convincing evidence that the area had been inhabited 
since the prehistoric period to the present day. The most numerous are prehis- 
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toric objects: the forts at Pogana Glavica, Velika and Mala Gradina in Vrili, the fort 
at Crljena, in Ravno, stone tumulus at Jeljan and at Dvorisca, earthen tumuli at 
Kupresko polje and around fifty groups with over a thousand tombstones. The 
most famous archaeological finding in the area of Kupres originates from the 
earthen tumulus from Pustopolje near Gornji Malovan, dated around 1800 BC. 

Among the antique remains at the Kupres plateau, traces of Roman roads 
well-preserved in a considerable length are interesting. There is a famous Ro- 
man road in this area called Solarski put (Salt traders road) linking the Jan- 
ja valley with the Rama valley. In Roman times, this road had undoubtedly 
a transversal role as to the Tomislavgrad — Bugojno main road. The section 
of the road from Vaganj to Varvara-Rumboka is still in use, although it does 
not follow the old route all the way, and departs from it at some places even 
by dozens of meters. Today, the abandoned part of the Roman road north of 
Gornji Malovan may be well traced. During the construction of the Bugojno- 
Livno road in 1892, the buried remains of a Roman house that had been used 
as a watchtower at Velika Vrata were found. In addition to the bricks, money, 
fibula, a stylus and a ring were found. 

It is said that in 1447 the Bosnian diocese sent a plea to the Pope to bestow 
forgiveness for the church of the Holy Trinity in Vrli, i.e. Otinovci. 

The medieval trade route that linked Split with the Vrbas River valley and 
passed through Kupres had a similar direction to the current and the Roman 
route (Strazanj-Malovan-Kupresko polje — Kupres - Velika Vrata). Venetian dip- 
lomat Katarin Zeno mentioned Kupres as castle Cuprus in his 1550 travelogue. 
In the Ottoman period, Kupres was a fortified town with three towers. Accord- 
ing to H. Kresevijakovic, Kupres was a small settlement which had emerged in 
mid-17" century; it was fortified in the 18" century and deserted in 1840. 

The area of high fields (Kupresko, Rili¢ko, Vukovsko and Ravanjsko polje), with 
over 40 necropolises, several detached monuments and registered 1055 stecci 
is a representative and best-researched area of western Bosnia. The Kupres 
necropolises are usually located near former Roman and medieval roads, on 
earthen burial mounds and tumuli. 





HR - Velika and Mala Crljivica, Cista Velika (23) 


The site has been developing almost continually since prehistoric times. It is a 
complex archaeological site with several development phases. The first phase 
is represented by three Bronze Age tumuli —- mounds, so called Velika and Mala 
Crljivica (Big and Small Crljivica) north and south of the road. Their creation is 
associated with the nearby prehistoric settlement of Celanova gradina (hillfort) 
and other forts and tumuli in the area. All these sites are actually related to the 
road in the area which had been constructed, given its terrain features, in the 
earliest periods of human history, connecting the present Sinj and Imotski ar- 
eas. A water retention in a nearby sinkhole certainly contributed to the creation 
of the sites precisely there. 

The second phase was marked by the ancient Salona-Tilurij-Nove-Narona 
route partially overlapping in that spot with the present route and, according 
to the findings of archaeological research, partially located north of it. In the 
first decades of the 1* century, the Romans built a road in the area connect- 
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ing Salona (the capital of the Roman province of Dalmatia) and Narona (in the 
Neretva Delta).The road was a very important section of the main road that ran 
through the east Adriatic hinterland and linked Aquileia (in northern Italy) and 
Dirahij (Durres in today’s Albania). 

The third phase was related to the medieval cemetery with stecci that de- 
veloped throughout the 14" and 15" century on the mentioned tumuli and 
around them following the ancient and the then medieval communication 
lines. Roads and wells are usually the places where cemeteries with stecci are 
frequently found. Placing the graves along the road is a custom going back to 
the antiquity. During the Middle Ages, the area was probably part of the parish 
of Radobilja, a large administrative and ecclesiastical territorial unit extending 
from the Cetina River left bank to the north and east. 

During the 14 and 15" century, this area, except for the lower gentry, 
was under the rule of the noble families of Nelipices, Jurjevic-Vlatkovices and 
KosaCas. It is possible that part of the site was owned by the Kustrazic family - 
one of the local noble families of Vlach origin, mentioned in the inscriptions on 
the stecci and in written documents. 

The construction of wells in sinkholes probably started at that time, al- 
though the engraved year on one of them dates it to 18" century. 

During the period from late 15" and early 16" century, burials had been rare 
in the area, but they continued during the Ottoman Empire and immediately 
after that period to the first half of the 18" century. 

Although part of the area (given its toponym Zgon) could have been used 
already in the Middle Ages for agriculture, the process of formation of agricul- 
tural land began after the region had been freed of the Turks, while the current 
arrangement of agricultural land is the result of numerous divisions throughout 
the past. The only areas neither divided nor cultivated were the area around the 
well (as a common area of the village where cattle came to drink water) and the 
area of stecci that was not cultivated out of respect for the dead, but also out of 
fear and superstitions associated with cemeteries. Therefore, the period of the 
18" century was the time when the site got more or less its present appearance. 

A local water supply system was built across the northern part of the site in 
July and August 2004, and part of the cemetery with 41 graves was explored 
on that occasion. Findings from the graves (money, jewellery, metal shoe parts) 
date back to the time from mid-14" to end 17" and early 18™ century. The re- 
mains of the Roman road surface were found at one end of the excavated area. 


HR — St. Barbara, Dubravka, Konavle (24) 


The site has been developing almost continually since prehistoric times. It is a 
complex archaeological site with several development stages. 

There used to be a road over the pass which played a major role in the emer- 
gence and development of the site. That was the east road of two major roads 
linking the coast and Konavle with the hinterland and Herzegovina. During the 
prehistoric time (Bronze Age) several tumuli (mounds) were created of which 
one was preserved within this site. 

We assume that the road was used in antiquity as well. During the 14 and 
15" century, the largest Konavle cemetery with stecci was built along the road 
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(at the time probably called Knezeva ulica -Rector’s Street). By the first decades 
of the 15 century, Konavle had been part of Zahumlje, more precisely Hum. 
From the second half of the 14" century, it was part of the Bosnian kingdom. 
Initially, Konavie had been governed by the noble family Sankovices, and was 
later divided between the Pavlovices and Hrani¢-Kosa¢éas. In the period from 
1419 to 1426, the Dubrovnik Republic bought Konavle, piece by piece, from the 
Sandalj Hranic family and the Pavlovices and the area became an integral part 
to the Republic. Sokol, a nearby fortification, became the main military base of 
Konavle (Dubrovnik) and the Prince of Konavie moved to Pridvorje. The original 
church of St. Barbara had been probably built in the Middle Ages whereas the 
existing church dates from 1899. Burials on the site continued in later periods, 
especially from the end of the 19" the second half of the 20" century. However, 
it did not have a significant impact on the older (mediaeval) part of the cem- 
etery and to some extent there were even adjustments in terms of choice of 
materials and decorations on the tombstones. 

The immediate vicinity of the site is used exclusively for agriculture. Specifi- 
cally, the area north and east of the cemetery was parcelled and fenced by dry 
stone. In the recent decades, it has been used for farming, while the moun- 
tainous part west of the church and cemetery has been exploited as a cattle 
grazing pasture. At the southern edge of the buffer zone, there is a 19" century 
military facility (probably built in the place of the earlier military facility) given 
that the site is located in the border zone where the vital communications are 
monitored. Similar facilities are also located on the surrounding hills. 

At the end of the 19" century, the site gets its current appearance. 

In mid-1900, minor archaeological research was carried out at the site. On 
that occasion, three graves beneath the tombstone north of the church were 
explored. There were no other findings except for the skeletons of the deceased. 
Some graves have been used repeatedly over a long period of time. 


ME - Gréko groblje, Zabljak (25) 


The necropolis is located on the Durmitor Mountain, in the area of Jezera (lakes) 
and of the ancient tribe Drobjak. The first phase of development of the site can 
be identified as the period of the Middle Ages associated with the tradition of 
ancient communications. The name Drobnjak was first mentioned in the Du- 
brovnik documents from 1285, while in historical sources, Drobnjak was first 
mentioned as district in 1354 and as tribe in 1390. From 1356, the name Drob- 
njak and the clan name Drobnjaci were mentioned, usually to designate katun 
(shepherd settlement). As of 1411, the name katun disappeared from historical 
sources. In defter (Turkish Land Registry) from 1477, the area was registered as 
nahiya Komarnica with 18 Jamaats (villages). 

Judging by the natural setting where the necropolis was erected, the de- 
sign and ornaments of stecci, the number of graves, it can be assumed that 
members of the feudal nobility from the area and their families were buried 
at the necropolis near Riblje Jezero (Fish Lake) in the 14" and first half of the 
15" century. The second period of duration and development of the necropolis 
refers to its stagnation and closedown during the long reign of the Ottoman 
Empire in that and other areas from end 15" to end 19" century and the effect 
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of liberation aspirations and wars of the population in the areas of Drobnjak, 
Uskok, Jezera, Saranac and others, especially Herzegovina areas. In the imme- 
diate vicinity a road leads from Zabljak to Njegovude and undeveloped areas 
used for traditional economy, meadows for livestock grazing and Riblje jezero 
for cattle to drink water. The village church and the cemetery for religious and 
burial purposes were built on the other side of the road and the lake. 

During the 20" and at the beginning of this century, the necropolis Grcko 
groblje on the Durmitor Mountain was not subject to significant changes, ex- 
cept for the effects of weather and natural conditions. Montenegro has pre- 
served the traditional opinion and practice under which old cemeteries are 
not to be destroyed and deserve particular respect. They are often the subject 
and motive of dating in the distant past of settlements and of mythical and 
legendary stories of the people who had lived in these areas. Therefore, stecci 
as grave markers had been spontaneously preserved in Montenegro until the 
institutional establishment of the institution for protection of cultural heritage 
of Montenegro in 1948. Since then, a number of necropolises and individual 
stecci have been registered and protected, while a large number has been ex- 
pertly analysed in literature dealing with this segment of cultural heritage. The 
necropolis with stecci has not been subject to archaeological excavations and 
investigation nor has it been treated by applying conservation and restoration 
procedures. The necropolis Grcko groblje on the Durmitor Mountain was pro- 
tected as a cultural monument of national importance in 2012, following par- 
tial research works and corresponding documentation work done in the 1960- 
ies and in the past three years. 


ME - Bare Zugi¢éa, Zabljak (26) 


Like the previous one, the necropolis Bare Zugica is located in the area of Jezera 
(lakes) and the ancient Drobjak tribe. Given that these two necropolises are 
situated in the same area of the Durmitor Mountain, we assume that their cul- 
tural and historical development was identical. The first phase of development 
of the site can be identified as the period of the Middle Ages and the tradition 
of ancient communications. The second period of duration and development 
of the necropolis refers to its stagnation and closedown during the long reign 
of the Ottoman Empire in that and other areas from end 15" to end 19" cen- 
tury and the effect of liberation aspirations and wars of the population in the 
areas of Drobnjak, Uskok, Jezera, Saranac and others, especially Herzegovina 
areas. In the immediate vicinity is a road leading from Zabljak to Njegovude 
and undeveloped areas used for traditional economy, meadows for livestock 
grazing and Riblje jezero for cattle to drink water. 

During the 20" and at the beginning of this century, the necropolis Gréko 
groblje on the Durmitor mountain was not subject to significant changes, ex- 
cept for the effects of weather and natural conditions. Montenegro has pre- 
served the traditional opinion and practice under which old cemeteries are 
not to be destroyed and deserve particular respect. They are often the sub- 
ject and motive of dating in the distant past of population and of mythical 
and legendary stories of the people who had lived in these areas. Therefore, 
stecci as grave markers had been spontaneously preserved in Montenegro 
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until the institutional establishment of the institution for protection of cul- 
tural heritage of Montenegro in 1948. Since then, a number of necropolises 
and individual stecci have been registered and protected, while a large num- 
ber has been expertly analysed in literature dealing with this segment of 
cultural heritage. 

The necropolis with stecci has not been subject to archaeological excava- 
tions and investigation nor has it been treated by applying conservation and 
restoration procedures. The necropolis Bare Zugi¢a on the Durmitor Mountain 
was protected as a cultural monument of national importance in 2012, follow- 
ing partial research works and corresponding documentation from the 1960- 
ies as well as in the last three years. 


ME — Grcko groblje, Pluzine (27) 


The necropolis Grcko groblje (Greek cemetery) is located in Zagrade, below the 
town of Soko at Scepan polje in Piva. The villages of Piva are mainly situated on 
the territory of Zupa and Planina, while their number in river valleys is small. 
Piva was first mentioned in historical sources in the Chronicle of the Priest of 
Duklja from the 12" century, then twice in the early 14" century and more fre- 
quently later on. Older forms of settlements have not been identified at the site 
of the necropolis Grcéko groblje in Zagrade in Scepan polje. Therefore, the period 
of the Middle Ages may be considered as the first phase of development of 
the site. It is located in the wider suburb of the town of Soko and it enters the 
protection zone of this significant throne town, a cultural property of national 
significance, which was ruled by Sandalj Hrani¢ and by Herceg Stjepan later 
on. The town of Soko had been the throne town of the Kosacas, mentioned in 
the charters from 1444, 1448 and 1454. In 1448 Stjepan Kosaéa got the title of 
Herzeg, thus the Zahumlje region has since then been called Herzegovina. Soko 
was the throne town of Stefan Vukcic Kosaca. His palace was there and the 
duke himself was named after his town as Stefan od Sokola (magnifico domino 
Stefano de Sochol, magno vayvoda regni Bossine). Stipan polje, today’s Scepan 
Polje, was first mentioned in 1419 and the suburb of Soko quickly developed 
— Podsokol. Some residents of Podsokol were mentioned in the Dubrovnik 
sources in 1428, 1447 and in 1452. In the suburb of Soko, in Zagrade, there 
are remains of the church, the constriction of which was attributed to Stjepan 
Kosaca. Duke Sandalj Hrani¢ and Herceg Stjepan Vukcic Kosaéa each left en- 
dowments for their eternal rest. Sandalj Hrani¢ built the church of St. Stefan 
in SCepan polje, and Stjepan Vukcié Kosaéa built a monastery on Zagrade. The 
analysis of architectural solutions of these churches, the remains of murals and 
stone plastics give a clear picture of religious and cultural circumstances in the 
area of old Herzegovina administered by the rulers Kosacas. Precious is the fact 
that they both built a tomb in their endowments, Duke Stefan being buried 
in his Séepanica under the steéak, while herceg Stjepan was not buried in his 
endowment which he had built in the last decades of his life and in which he 
had placed a large stecak. The architecture of these churches clearly reflects 
the Orthodox influences, but also the ones of Western artistic tendencies. The 
necropolis Grcko groblje in Zagrade may be dated to the late 14 and 15" cen- 
tury based on the mentioned historical data and the inscription on the stecak 
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of Christian Petko who had lived and worked at the court palace of the Kosacas 
in the town of Soko. 

The Ottoman conquest of Piva finished in 1465, including the town of Soko 
and Séepan polje, and then it was integrated into sandjak of Herzegovina and 
kadiluk of Cernica near Gacko. The period of reign (from late 15" to late 19" 
century) of the Ottoman Empire in those areas did not cause any changes at 
the Grcko groblje site and can be seen as the next stage in the development 
of this site. During the 20" century and the beginning of this century, the big- 
gest change relates to the immediate environment. The former forest trail was 
expanded into a vehicular road along the boundary of the necropolis and a 
metal electricity transmission pole was placed a bit further. The first research 
and documenting of the stecci in Piva were conducted during the period from 
1912 to 1940 and the period from 1966 to 1967. 

The physical planning documentation for the area, which was developed 
in the 20" and the beginning of this century, kept the existing sites, the posi- 
tion and individual stecci including the necropolis in question. The necropolis 
Grcko groblje in Piva has not been subject to archaeological or anthropological 
research and investigation nor has it been treated by applying conservation 
and restoration procedures. The necropolis Grcko groblje in Piva was declared 
protected as a cultural monument of national importance in 2012 following 
partial research works and corresponding documentation work carried out in 
the past century and in the past two years. 


RS —- Mramorje, Perucac, Bajina Basta (28) 


The medieval cemetery Mramorje in Perucac is located on the Drina River high 
bank. Given that there are no data on previous settlements or burials, we assume 
that the cemetery is located on a hitherto intact spot. The archaeological survey 
in 2010 revealed that the graves had been buried into an untouched layer of 
loose limestone rock. In one of the tombs, a silver coin of Bosnian King Stefan 
Tomas (1443-1461) was discovered on the board covering the deceased. The ter- 
ritory of Bajina Basta, which includes today’s Perucac, was located on the out- 
skirts of the medieval Serbian state of RaSka at the border with Bosnia during 
the period from the 13" to the 16" century. The population lived in small settle- 
ments and communication among them was controlled from fortified towns, to- 
day’s sites of Solotnik, Durici and Rogacicki vis. In the 14" century, the region was 
ruled by Nikola Altomanovic and soon the territory was occupied by Prince Lazar 
Hrebeljanovic¢. Spiritual and religious influence was exerted by the monks from 
Raca Monastery which had been built in early 14 century. The second phase of 
development is represented by a 19" century cemetery which extends to the 
west and southwest of the last stecci along the Drina River. Continuity of burial 
may be followed to this day, but the area with the stecci has not been affected 
by recent burials. In the 19 century, the settlement of Perucac developed south 
of the sacral site. At the end of the 19" century and the beginning of industrial 
exploitation of timber, a small power plant for the needs of several sawmills op- 
erating in Perucac, was erected on the Drina River bank, 300 meters west of the 
medieval cemetery and north of the newer cemetery. Today Mramorje in Perucac 
is a categorized archaeological site in the centre of a tourist resort. 
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RS —- Mramorje, Rastiste, Bajina Basta (29) 


No findings from earlier epochs were recorded in Rastiste. The cemetery in the 
area of Gajevi was formed on a rocky elevated terrain and it is older than the 
cemetery in the Urosevina area. The Gajevi stecci are mostly slabs or low chests 
which were obviously cut and decorated in a uniform way. The tombstones at 
UroSevina include chests and gabled roof tombstones with a base. Change in 
historical and social circumstances is reflected by the orientation of a number of 
tombstones, approximately north-south, occupying the western end of a series 
of tombstones that lie east-west. These monuments are differently dressed than 
the ones at Gajevi and decorative motifs are rare and represent only weapons. 

The territory of Bajina Basta, which includes today’s Perucac, was located 
at the outskirts of the medieval Serbian state of Raska at the border with Bos- 
nia during the period from the 13" to the 16" century. The population lived in 
small settlements and communication among them was controlled from forti- 
fied towns, today’s sites of Solotnik, Durici and Rogacicki vis. In the 14" cen- 
tury, the region was ruled by Nikola Altomanovic and soon the territory was 
occupied by Prince Lazar Hrebeljanovic. Spiritual and religious influence was 
exerted by the monks from Raca Monastery which had been built in the early 
14" century. The current settlement of Rastiste was established in the 19" cen- 
tury in the wider surrounding of the medieval cemetery. Following a division of 
the land, burials of one family continued for a short period of time at the site of 
UroSevina, while these graves are marked by a series of stones. 





RS - Grcko groblje, Hrta, Prijepolje (30) 


Grcko groblje in the village of Hrta was formed on two elevations 100 meters 
apart. The tombstones of the lower cemetery include only slabs and it is obvi- 
ous that the burials took place in prehistoric tumuli. This area has not been 
explored in detail and therefore other findings of prehistoric tumuli or remains 
from antiquity remain unknown. In addition to the massive slabs which are 
mostly decorated with carved motives, the tombstones of the upper cemetery 
include a couple of chests with arcades. The upper cemetery tombstones were 
also placed on a conical hill, but in this case it cannot be determined with cer- 
tainty that it was a prehistoric or medieval tumulus. Possible remains of a me- 
diaeval settlement or fortification are at the site of Kulina, as documented in 
literature. Another cemetery with stecci was recorded in the village. 

It is believed that in the Lim valley there were about seventy monasteries 
and churches. Medieval Prijepolje developed as a market place of the MileSeva 
monastery on the so called Dubrovnik road. The development of Prijepolje and 
surrounding settlements in the period was influenced by traders who passed 
through the valley of the Lim in the Middle Ages. Since the 12" century, the 
Polimlje territory was an integral part to the medieval Serbian Raska state and 
one of the central parts of the early Nemanjic state in whose parishes, from 
the times of Stefan Nemanja, members of that imperial family built their en- 
dowments. In one of those, MileSeva monastery, first Serbian archbishop Sava 
Nemanji¢ was buried. Later on, at the time of the Serbian king and emperor 
Stefan Dusan, and then of his son Uros, this area as well as the biggest part 
of the Raska state, together with a coastal part towards Bosnia all the way to 
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Dubrovnik, was governed by the most powerful and the oldest Serbian feu- 
dal Vojinovic-Altomanovic family, whose deceased were buried at Banja mon- 
astery near Priboj. For a period of time the Vojinovic-Altomanovic family was 
being paid various taxes (kumerak solski and svetodmitarski dohodak). In 1373, 
after the fall of the last representative of the Vojinovi¢ household, young Zupan 
Nikola Altomanovicé, his estates have been divided among prince (knez) Lazar, 
the Music brothers, the Balsics, Vuk Brankovic and Bosnian Ban Tvrtko I. The 
border with Bosnia was passing through the Lim River near Prijepolje. 

The current settlement of Hrta was formed in the 19" century in the wider 
area of the medieval cemetery. 
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History of the Stecci Research 


Even scientific research of stecci indicates the uniqueness of these monuments 
and of the area where they are found. Over a long period of almost 150 years 
(more precisely, since the second half of the 19° century) of scientific and institu- 
tional interest in stecci, there have been different opinions and opposing views in 
archaeological, artistic and historical interpretation of these unique monuments. 
The earliest stage is related to the so-called Bogomil thesis which associated their 
creation and development with the existence of specific Christian followers (pri- 
marily in the territory of medieval Bosnia and Hum), i.e. of the Church of Bosnia 
that had existed for about three centuries and disappeared with the demise of 
the medieval Bosnian state in the second half of the 15" century. Even today, sci- 
entific opinions and assessments on the nature and organisation of the Church 
of Bosnia are not conciliated. The foundation of that theory was set in the 1860- 
ies or 1870-ies by Franjo Racki in his works dedicated to the Church of Bosnia, 
which he defined as dualistic. The most famous name related to that theory was 
Miroslav Krleza who considered stecci in his essays exclusively as the work of me- 
dieval heretics. Today, we can dismiss with certainty both Bogomilism and dual- 
ism of the Church of Bosnia as well as the Bogomil origin of stecci or their sole 
connection to the Church of Bosnia. Another theory, which was the product of 
political turmoil that marked the 19" and the 20" century in southeast Europe, 
associated stecci exclusively with particular nations in this area - namely Croats, 
Serbs, and more recently Bosniaks. Such ethnic interpretations of stecci can also 
not be applied to concrete monuments and are scientifically untenable. Stand- 
ing in contrast to these theories are the first great syntheses which encompasses 
smaller regions but also the area of the entire former Yugoslavia, as well as nu- 
merous smaller scientific works appearing in the 1950-ies and 1960-ies (authors: 
Alojz Benac, Sefik Beslagi¢, Duro Basler, Dimitrije Sergejevski, Marko Vego, Marian 
Wenzel and Nada Miletic). Their approach to the topic of steéci implied a wider 
scholarly apparatus based on collecting and organising the substantive mate- 
rial about almost all aspects of the phenomenon of stecci. Today, stecci may be 
observed only in the context of the time in which they occurred or in the context 
of European sepulchral art. One may have a productive approach to this phe- 
nomenon at the level of micro-regions, taking into account their geographical 
location and specific historical events that mark each of them. 

Of course, the development of monument protection, documenting tech- 
niques and the conservation profession entail the need to apply the informa- 
tion and scientific knowledge to stecci in terms of their preservation for future 
generations. 


Bosna and Herzegovina 


Throughout the Middle Ages, we cannot find anything on steéci in both do- 
mestic and foreign sources, although the entire area of stecci outspread is cov- 
ered with a network of trade routes and strongly connected by various political 
and economic ties. 

No less surprising is the silence of later chroniclers, especially Franciscan, 
about these tombstones the very appearance of which must have attracted 
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attention. However, the first known record of stecci dates back to 1530 when 
Benedikt Kuripesi¢, in his travelogue to Constantinople (as a member of the 
delegation of Ferdinand Habsburg Suleiman Il) described steéci in Ladevine 
near Rogatica (BA). 

The stecci were first mentioned in written sources at the turn of the 17" and 
18" century when news about the existence of a singular art on the tombstones 
in Bosnia, Herzegovina and Dalmatia started to reach the western world. This 
was first in the form of traveller’s notes or reports from Episcopal visitations 
insufficiently documented to meet a significant response anywhere, thus the 
stecci could not have drawn attention or elicit enthusiasm. 

No less puzzling is the character of folk tradition about these monuments 
which did not belong to a remote and unknown territory, but have remained 
here for centuries, in front of our eyes, offering only a vague mythical concep- 
tion and relating them to the most ancient people of the world or to some 
gigantic foes. Travellers throughout the region in the 18" and 19" century re- 
ported that local peasants identified the dancers of the kolo (wheel dance) on 
the stecci with fairies. Stecci-related folk superstitions overlapped with other 
fantastic stories, additionally mystifying these tombstones and making the 
time gap even wider between the living generations and the time of emer- 
gence of stecci. 

Arthur Evans, an Englishman travelling through Bosnia as a young jour- 
nalist at the time of the 1875 Insurrection, noted down that the impressive 
stecci might be Bogomil grave markers. Shortly after Evans became a world re- 
nowned archaeologist, which greatly contributed to the thesis on stecci as Bo- 
gomil tombstones taking root in European and South-Slavic historiographies. 
A marked contribution to further elaboration of Evans's thesis was given by 
Hungarian Janos von Asboth, a civil servant of the early Austro-Hungarian ad- 
ministration in Bosnia and Herzegovina and a member of the Hungarian Par- 
liament. Asboth’s book on Bosnian culture, with the Bogomil thesis as central, 
was the very first literature about the topic in a foreign language, published in 
Budapest in 1887, in Vienna in 1888 and in London in 1890. 

The first systematic attempts to scientifically evaluate the stecci may be 
related to the foundation of the Museum Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
in 1884, the establishment of the National Museum of Bosnia and Herze- 
govina in 1888 and the first edition of the journal Glasnik (Herald) in which 
the first scientifically significant texts about the stecci were published. The 
group of researchers included: Vid Vuleti¢-Vukasovi¢, Kosta H6rmann, Petar 
Kaer, Ciro Truhelka and Vejsil Curci¢. Prior to 1899, detailed statistics about 
the stecci, i.e. information about 59 500 tombstones and a geographic map 
of their outspread were available in the National Museum. This information 
was presented the same year at the 11th Russian Archaeological Congress in 
Kiev by director of the National Museum, Kosta HOrmann, who bestowed a 
geographic map of the stecci outspread with statistics thereof upon the Im- 
perial Russian Archaeological Society. Taking account of all the deficiencies of 
that report, its results were nevertheless based on extensive activities of the 
National Government undertaken in 1887 and 1888 when the inventory of 
the stecci was made and their number and territory of outspread established 
through district offices, i.e. through gendarmes, foresters, road-menders, vil- 


Steéci - Medieval Tombstones 213 


lage headmen, teachers and priests. Kosta HOrmann’s presentation in Kiev in 
1899 and the presence of the National Museum at many prestigious interna- 
tional scientific events and exhibitions late in the 19th century made a signifi- 
cant contribution to the popularity not only of the stecci but also of the over- 
all cultural-historical heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which increasingly 
raised the interest of the European scientific and cultural public. The stecci 
Statistics gathered at that time survived the Austro-Hungarian administration 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina and remained in force until 1980, when a similar 
inventory launched in 1969, was completed with results approximately equal 
to the previous ones. 

After the “Medieval Art Exhibition of Yugoslav Peoples” which was held in 
Paris in 1950, the cultural and scientific values of the stecci have been rec- 
ognized. For this reason, the Federal Institute for the Protection of Monu- 
ments of Culture decided to conduct an archaeological field survey of the 
stecci through systematic cooperation among the republics. This complex 
programme comprised four stages: polling for data collection related to the 
stecci, their verification and additions to the data, systematic team survey of 
major sites and regions and publication of the results of collected materials. 

In the period from 1950 to 1967, major necropolises were studied in detail 
and a number of monographic studies were published as a basis of scientifi- 
cally structured for further research (Radimlja, Olovo, Ludmer, Blidinje, Siroki 
Brijeg, Popovo, Kupres, Ljubuski, Kalinovik, Central Bosnia). Many professional 
and scientific journals of the time contained numerous headlines about the 
issues in this field, many of which were devoted to the study of a particular 
segment of the stecci, such as inscriptions, decorations or archaeological mate- 
rial. Owing to the efforts of a generation of scientists such as Alojz Benac, Sefik 
BeSlagic, Duro Basler, Dimitrije Sergejevski, Marko Vego, Marian Wenzel, Nada 
Mileti€ and Pavao Andeli¢ and their enormous contribution, the phenomenon 
of the stecci has been elucidated. 


Croatia 


The first mentions of the stecci may be found in the Episcopal visitations of 
the Split and Makarska bishops from the early 17" century and in the famous 
“Journey through Dalmatia” by Alberto Fortis (in 1774). Sometime later (in the 
19" century), stecci were the topic of the writing of Arthur Evans and another 
great English writer and Egyptologist, Gardner Wilkinson and of Bar bishop, a 
native of Imotski, historian Fra Simun Milinovié. 

However, the beginning of institutional and scientific research into the stecci 
in Croatia is linked to the establishment of Croatian Antiquarian Society in Knin 
and the opening of the First Croatian Museum of Antiquities in the same town 
in 1893 (now the Museum of Croatian Archaeological Monuments in Split) and 
the launch of the journal Starohrvatska prosvjeta (Old-Croatian Education) in 
1895. The study of early medieval sites in Dalmatia (and subsequent study of 
cemeteries with stecci) included the research and publication of data about 
those monuments (Fra Lujo Marun, Vid Vuletic Vukasovic, Peter Kaer). One of 
the largest research was conducted by Stipe Gunjaca immediately after World 
War Il at the church of St. Spas. at the source of the Cetina River (although the 
results were published in detail at the end of the 1990-ies). Since then, a large 
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number of sites with steéci in Croatia have found their place in the well-known 
monographs and smaller works of Sefik Beslagi¢, Alojz Benac (Dubrovnik area), 
Lovro Katic (for the Imotski area), Stipe Gunjaca, Cvita Fiskovic, Ljubo Karaman 
and Angela Horvat. 

Encouraged by several small but significant archaeological investigations 
(Ricice near Imotski, Bisko near Sinj), the interest in stecci has been rising since 
the 1980-ies and 1990-ies. It is this research as well as the works of N. Jaksi¢ 
and especially A. Milosevic that clearly place stecci in the medieval context of 
the Dalmatian hinterland and define the appearance and development thereof 
as well as the establishment and development of individual steéci workshops. 
The scientific approach at the level of individual regions in these studies mostly 
came to the fore. 

The exhibition “Stecci” in Zagreb in 2008 as well as large scale investiga- 
tions within infrastructure works since the late 1990-ies and several projects 
(including this one) dealing with stecci had an important role in the research 
of stecci. On that occasion, the wider need of coordinating the approaches 
to the phenomenon of stecci was addressed (at the level of all states) and of 
reviewing previous knowledge of these medieval tombstones, staring from 
the basics such as their number and preservation, through a clearer study of 
their origin and development to more detailed approaches in terms of their 
protection and conservation. 


Montenegro 


The first data on stecci in Montenegro and on the diversity of their shapes 
and decorations were provided by Austrian officer Heinrich Sterneck between 
1871 and 1873. They were mentioned in the travelogue of Arthur Evans by end 
19" century (cemetery at Petrova crkva in Niksi¢€) and by J. Gardner Wilkinson 
(English traveller and Egyptologist). Montenegrin historian Peter Sobaji¢ wrote 
about them before World War Il. 

As in other parts of former Yugoslavia, the interest in stecci increased and 
their intense recording and study started in the 1950-ies and 1960-ies. Dimitrije 
Sergejevski, V. Duric, Nada Mileti¢, Jovan Ivovic and Slobodan Raicevic wrote 
about them in short presentations or in publications about certain sites. Like in 
other countries, Sefik Beslagi¢é developed the first synthesis of all known sites 
and the ones in the area of Montenegro in 1971 (Stecci - A catalogue and a 
Topographic Survey). 

After that period, stecci in Montenegro have been only sporadically stud- 
ied and all official information is still based on the mentioned Beslagi¢’s mon- 
ograph. 


Serbia 


In the last decades of the 19" century and until mid-20" century, the informa- 
tion and study of stecci in Serbia was mostly based on the data obtained from 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The then researchers provided some general notes 
about the “Greek” and “Hungarian” cemeteries. 

After World War Il, Serbia undertook a detailed research and kept records 
of the graveyards with tombstones - stecci. At that time, Mirjana Corovi¢ 
Ljubinkovic mostly wrote about stecci in Serbia and the data she had collected 
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during a joint research of the Federal Research Institute for Protection of Mon- 
uments of Culture and Ethnographic Museum of Belgrade were published in 
the monograph, Stecci - A catalogue and a Topographic Survey (1971) by Sefik 
BeSlagic. 

Another major activity of documenting the cemeteries with stecci was or- 
ganised in the 1970s in cooperation between experts of the Institute for Pro- 
tection of Cultural Monuments of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Sarajevo and of 
the Archaeological Institute in Belgrade. The obtained material represented 
the last comprehensive review of the stecci in western and south-western Ser- 
bia and as such (in addition to the mentioned book from 1971) represented the 
basis of the catalogue overview in the monograph by Emina Zecevié Mramorje, 
Stecci in Western Serbia (1995). 

In Polimlje medieval graves with stecci have been archeologically surveyed 
by two territorially competent institutions in the seventies of the 20" century. 
The National Museum in Uzice, together with Mihail Zotovic collected and 
published information on all cemeteries in Priboj Municipality. The Institute for 
Cultural Heritage Preservation Kraljevo conducted similar research activities in 
the territory of Prijepolje Municipality; results of the research were published 
by Radomir Stanic. The Kraljevo Institute also carried out a test pit investigation 
of the cemetery in Priboj in the Pobrezje—Bolnica site. Later, in 2008, the Local 
Museum in Priboj conducted a systematic exploration of the preserved part of 
that cemetery and presented the remaining monuments in an archaeological 
park. Archaeological explorations of cemeteries at Pesterska plateau, i.e. more 
precisely around Sjenica that were published in the Novopazarski zbornik mag- 
azine are also significant. In the first decade of the 21* century, the Institute 
for the Protection of Cultural Monuments of the Republic of Serbia conducted 
activities on documenting the cemeteries in the area of mid and lower Polimlje 
within the “Topography of Polimlje” project. 


5 Maculje, Novi Travnik 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 


DI 


. Le le) 





